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THE LIBERATOR.

. THE SAL UTATION. ¢

To date my being from the opening year,

1 come, a stranger in this busy sphere,

‘Where some I meet perchance may pauseand ask,
‘What is. my name, my purpose, or my task ?
My name is  LIBERATOR'! I propdse

To hurl my shafts at freedom’s deadliest foes!
My task is hard—for 1 am charged to save
Man from his brother!—to redeem the slave !

Ye who may hear, and yet condemn my cause,

Say, shall the best of Nature's holy laws

Be trodden down? and shall her open veins |
Flow but for cement to her offspring’s chains?
Art thou a parent? shall thy children be

Rent from thy breast, like branches from the tree,
Aiid dooni’d Lo servitude, in helplessness,

On other shores, and thou ask no redress ?

»

Thou, in whose bosom glows the sacred flame

Of filial love, say, if the tyrant came,

To force thy parent shrieking from thy sight,

Would thy he rt bleed—because thy face is white?

Art thou a brother? ohal th, sister twine

Her feeble arm in agony on thine, sl

And thou not lift the heel, nor aim the blow

At him wio benxs her off to lifeslong wo? .

Art thou a sister? will no desp'rate cry

Awake thy sleeping brother, while thine eye

Beholds the fetterslocking on the limb

Stretcked out in rest, which hence, must end,
for him?

Art.thou a lover?---no! naught e’er was found
In lover's breast, save cords of love, that bound
Man to his kind! then, thy professions save !
Forswear affection, or release thy slave!

Thou who art kneeling at thy Maker's shrine,
Ask-if Heaven takes such offerings as thine!

If in thy bonds the sog of Afric sighs,

Far higher than thy prayer his groan will rise !

Gm‘ is 2 God of merey, and would see

The prison-doors unbarr'd---the bondmen free !
He is a God of truth, with purer eyes

Than to behold the oppressor’s sacrifice !

Avarice, thy cry and thine insatiate thirst
Make man consent to see his brother cursed !
Tears, /sweat and blood thou drink'st, but in
their turn, g
They shall ery *more!’ while vengeance bids
thee burn.
The Lord hath said it !---who shall him gainsay ?
He says,  the wicked, they shall go away’
Who arethe wicked >——Contradict who can,
They are the oppressors of their fellow man !

. Aid me; New Excraxp ! 'tis my hope in you
Which gives me strength my purpose to pursue !
Do you not heur yourssister States resound
With Afric’s cries to have her sons unbound ?

. . owow
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In{ thc_e month of August, I issued proposals
fqrpuibhshing ‘THE LIBERATOR’ in Washing-
tc_)n city; but the enterprise, though hailed in
different sections of the count; Y, was palsied
by public indifference. Since that time, the re-
moval of ‘the Genius of Universal Emancipa-
tion to the_Seut of Government has rendered
lesg mperious: the establishment of a siwmilar
periodical in that quarter,

I.)t.x_rmg my recent tour for the purpose of]|
exciting the ‘minds of the people by & series

. of discourses on the subject of slavery, every
Place that I yisitéd. gave fresh evidence of the
fact, that & greater revolution in public senti-
ment was o be effected in' the free states—
and particularly ;in. New- England—than. at
f.he'aouth. il found contempt more bim;;-, op-}
position‘more active, detraction more relent-

OUR COUNTRY 1S THE W RLD:

less, prejudice more stubborn; and apathy more
frozen, than among slave -owners themselves.
Of course, there were individual exceptions to
the contrary.. This state. of things afflicted,
but did not disheartensme. . I determined, at
every hazard, to lift.up the standard of eman-
cipation in:the eyes of the nation, within sight
of Bunker Hilband, in the birth place of liberty.
That standardisnow unfurled ; and long may,
it float, unhurt by the spoliations of time or the
missiles of a desperate foe—yea, till every
chain be broken, and every bondman set free !
Let southern oppressors tremble—let their
secret abettors tremble—let their northern
apologists tremble—let all the enemies of the
persecuted blacks tremble.
1 deem the publication of my original Pros-
pectus * 'y, asit has ob da wide
irculation. The principles therein inchleated
will be steadily pursued in this paper,except
ing that I shall not array myself as the politi-
cal partisan of any man. In defending the
great cause of human rights, I wish to derive
the assistance of all religions and ofall parties.
Assenting to the ¢self-evident truth ’> main-
tained in the American Declaration of Inde-
pendence, ¢ that all men are created equal, and
endowed by their Creator with certain inalien-
able rights—among which are life, liberty and

STRICT 'OF COLUMBIA.
Whit dg many-of the professed enemies of |
ry mean,' by heaping ‘all their reproach-
s upon the south, and ‘asserting’ that the
crigle of oppression is- not national? What
power but Congress—and Congress by the
authority of the American people—has juris-
iction over the District of Columbia? That
District “is rotten wit8 the plague, and
stinks in the. nostrils of the world. Though
it ig the Seat of our' National Government,—
apén to the daily inspection of foreign ambas-
sadprs,—and ostensibly opulent with the con-
grepated wisdom, virtue and intelligence of the
land,—yet a fouler spot scarcely exists on
." In it the worst features of slavery are
exhibited ; and as a mart for slave traders, it is
unequalled. These facts are well known to our
two,or three hundred representatives, but no
rémedy is proposed ; they are known, if not
minutely at least generally, to our whole pop-
ulation,—but who calls for redress ?

Hitherto, a few straggling petitions, relative
to this subject, have gone into Congress ; but
they have been too few to denote much public
anxiety, or to command-e-déferential notice.
Iﬁ.isrbgrtuinly time that a vigorous and sys-
tematic effort should be made, from one end
of the country to the other, to pull down that

tional

the pursuit of "happi ,> 1 shall str ly
d for the immediate enfranchisem

of our slave population. In Park-street Church,

on the Fourth of July, 1829, in an address on

slavery, I unreflectingly assented to the po-|

pular but pernicious doctrine of gradual abo-
lition. I seize this opportunity to make a full
ind unequivocal recantation, and thus pub-
licly to. ask pardon of my God, of my coun-
try, andeof my brethren the poorslaves, for
mviirs wtarad g sentiment so full of timidity,

injustice and absurdity. -~A~similar_recanta-
tion; from ‘tmy pen; was publishedin the-crefitas |

of Universal Emancipation at Baltimore,in Sep-
tember, 1829. My conscience is now satisfied.

| am aware, that many object to the severi-
ty of my langnage ; but is there not cause for
severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as un-
compromising as justice. On this subject, I do
not wish to think, or speak, or write, with mod-
eration. No! no! Tell aman whose house is
on fire, to give a moderate alarm; tell him to
oderately rescue his wife from the hands
of the ravisher; tell the mother to gradually
extricate her babe from the fire into which it
has fallen ;—but urge me net to use modeta-
tion in a cause like the present.  Tamin carn-
est—I will not equivocate—I will not excuse
—1I will not retreat a single inch—axn I wiLL
BE HEARD. The apathy of the people is
enough to mike every statue leap from its
pedestal, and to hasten the résurrection of the
dead. k

It is pretended, that T am retarding the
causc of emancipation by the coarscness of
my invective, and the precipitancy of my
measures. The charge is nol true. On this
question my influence,---humble as it is,---is
felt at tliis moment to a considerable extent,
and shall be felt in coming years---not per-
niciously, but beneficially-——not as a curse, but
as a blessing ; and posterity will bear testi-
mony that I was right. I desire to thank
Gr)d, that he enubles me to disregard ‘the
fear of han which bringeth a snare, and to
speak his truth in its simplicity and power.
And here I close with this fresh dedication:

¢ Oppression! I havo seen thee, face to face,
And mgt.ahy crucl eye and cloudy brow ;
But thy soul-withering glance [ four not now—
For droad to prouder fuclings doth give placo
OFf deop abhorronce ! Scorning the disgrace
Of slavish kncos that at thy footstool bow,
1 also kneel-byt with fur other vow .
Do hail theo and thy hord of hirelings base :—
1 swoar, while lifo-blood warms my throbbing voins,
B8till to opposo and thwart, with_heart and hand,
Thy brutafising sway—till Afric’s chaina
Aro burst, and Freodom rulas-the resouad-land,—
Trampling Oppression and his iron rod :

.+ 1Btich is the vow Ftake—so weLr ME Gop!®

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON.
‘Bosrox, January 1, 1831. B

of oppression which towers
up in the District. We do hope that the ¢ earth-
quake voice’ of the people will this session
shake the black fabric to its foundation,

The-following petition is now circulating in
 thig city, and has obtained several valuable'
signatures. A copy may be found at the
Bookstore of LivcoLn & Epmasps, No. 59,
Washington-street, for a few days longer,
w;lrlrl?re,‘ull the friends of the.causa aré earn-
estly invited to goand subscribe. !

To the Honorable Senatc and House of’
Representatives ‘'of the United ‘States of
America in Congress assembled, the petition
of the undersigned citizens of Boston in
Massachusetts and its vicinity respectfully
represents—

That your petitioners are deeply impressed
with the evils arising from the existence of
slavery in the District of Columbia. While
our Declaration of Independence boldly pro-
claims as self-evident truths, ¢ that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness,’—at the very seat of government
human beings are born, almost daily, whom
the laws pronounce to be from their birth, not
el]ualdto other men, and whoare, for life, de-
prived of liberty and the free pursuit of happi-
ness. The i e y ofpthe j'“ pp;f

Tyt 'Dlericlq/‘Colainibia.ef natj|

[From the Washington Spoctator, of Dec.4.], ...,
THE SLAVE TRADE IN. THE CAPITAL.
* ¢The te:.der ties of father, husbund, friendgs.
- All'bonds of fuature in that moment end, = 4
And each endures, whilo yet he draw bis breath, ;.
A st oke ay fatal as the scythe of death ;
Thoy lose i toars, the far receding aliore, i
Bat'not the$hought that they must meet no more {*
It is well, perhaps, the American pepple
should know, that wh}ﬁé we rejterate m]_peppm
of liberty in the ears of the nations, and.send
back across the Atlantic’ our shouts y at
the triumph of liberty in France, we ontstlve
are busily engaged in the work of oppression.
Yes, let it be known to the citizens of ‘Ameri¢a,
that at the very time when the procession which
contained the President of the United States
and his Cabinet was marching in titmph to the
Capitol, to celebrate the victory of the  Frénch
people over their oppressors; another kind'of
procession was marching another way,audthat ..
consisted of colored human bei andeyff-
ed in pairs, and driven along by what had the
appearance of a man on a horse! A’ ar
scene was refPeated'rm Saturday last ; &' drvve
consisting of males and' females chained ‘in
couples, starting from Roby’s MW on foot,
for Alexandria, where, with others; they-are
to embark on board a slave-ship in waiting ‘to
convey them to the South. * e we are wri-
ting, a colored man'enters our room, and begs
us to inform him if we can point out any person
who will redeem his” friend now immyred in
Alexandria juil, in a state of distress.amount-
ing almost to distraction.* He has been a
faithful servant of a revolutionary officer who
recently died—has been sold at auction—part-
ed from affectionate parents—and from decent
and mourning friends. - Our own servant, with
others, of whom we can speak-in.commendnm-\
ry terms, went down to Alexandria to bid him
farewell, but they were refused admission to
his cell, as was said, ‘ the sight of his friends
made him feel so.” He bears the reputation of
a pious hnlxa.u. dllt is but a few s;nae’lm since’ we
saw a ship withsher cargo of ajaves inthe port
of Norfolk, Va.‘?n pns%(i,ng up the river, gzw
nother ship off- Alexandris, swarining with
the victims of human‘cupidity. “Sucliaré the
P g "of ther Aineri
k ﬂﬁuﬁ%ﬁé‘ﬂﬁﬁnﬁ@-—'f"'
tion? Oh philanthropy-! - where is thy gref?
OH SHAME, WHERE IS THY BLUSH? ' ‘Well
may the generous and noble minded O’Connell
say of the American citizen, ¢ I'tell km ha'is'a
hypocrite.  Look at the stain' in your-star-
spangled standard that was never struck dotvnin
battle. Iturn from the Declaration of American
Independence, and I tell kim that hé has déclar-
ed to God and man® a lié, and' before /Godiund
man I arraign kim as a hypoerite. Yes, thou
soul -of fire, glorious O’Connell, if 'thou' could
but witness the spectacles in Washington that
make the genius of liberty droop her-head in
shame, and weep her tears away.indeep silence
and undissembled sorrow, you'would lift your
voice even to tones of thunder, but you‘wéald
make yourself heard. Where is the O’Conmiell
of this republic that will plead for the Bxaxci-
PATION OF THE DrsTRI¢T OF" CorLumsss? .
These shocking scencs ‘must cease ifrom

'

our nation with its political creed, has brought
down upon it the just and severe repre-
hension of foreign nations.

In-addition to the other evils flowing from
slavery, both moral and political, which it is

di to specify, ci ances have ren-
dered this District a common resort for tra-
ders in human flesh, who bring into it their
captives in chaing, and lodge them in places
of confinement, previously to their being car-
ried to the markets of the south epd west.” -

From the small number of slaves in the Dis-
‘trict of Columbia, and the moderatc proportion
whith they bear to the free populatién there,
the difficulties, which in most of the slavehold-
ing states oppose the restoration of this degra-
ded class of men to their natural rights, do not
exisl.

Your petitioners therefore pray that Con-
gress will, without delay, take such measures
for the i diate or gradual abolition of Slave-
ry in the District of Columbia, and fer prevent-
ing the bringing of slaves into that District
for yurposes of traffic, in euch mode, as' may be
thought advisable ; and that suitable provision
be made for the education of all free, blacks
and polored children in the District; thua-to
preserve them from continuing, even. ag free’
menjan unenlightened and degraded caste.

it—teadit! ‘The language:of the:editor:is

*T would here offer my grateful ack: L
those editors who #0 prom| fy' nad generously inserted my
Praposals, \{ﬂa{e.nm give me.an: available:opportunity
to repay their liberality.

kable: for 'its/‘enerpy,sconsldering’ the
quarter whente; it smanates,  ARE sﬁ.‘w

are not the only fanatics in the land!

ject: ‘The Dutiés of Minjsters and

author in a separate s

gst us, or we must cease to call outselves
free; ay, and' we must cease to'expect the
mercy of God—we must prepare for the com-
ininjud ent of Him who, @s ‘ourchartor .
acknowledges, made ‘all men {fres and equalt®

* At the samo time this man was sold, another—a hiigs
band—wns knocked off. ~ The tears and agonies of his wil
made such an impression on the mind oﬂnﬁn‘umu’r
tator, that he bought him back. a0

When a premium of Fifty Déllars is offersd

for the. best ‘theatrical poem, our news
advertise the fact with great unanimity.. The '
following is inconparably. more.important.

) PREMIUM.

A Premium of Fifty Dollars, the Dop
a benevolent individual in the, State of
and now deposited with'the Tres - of the
Pennsylvania Society for promoting Lhn,%holx-
tion of Slavery; &c. is offered to, the authar.
of the best Treatise on the- following. suhe

of all denominations to aveid the stain.q
1y, and to make the’ holding of Slaves & barrigr,
to communion and church membership,’. .

The comrioaition to be dhected(mnm%,
of, the;

either of the- subscribers—the nume ;

géd o Zhieh Wi
e rejected.
i ;

o

be destroyed i

Ifpny individual should be uhimoved, either|  six months from “this wed for
by.dle petition of the -introductory remarks, ﬂ]e'.gume of recaiving th FRIFEEI
the. following article will -startle hiis -apathy,| The publioation™aiid ¢irélfatiéiFof the pre-
unless-he be morally dead+deads~dead.  Read romd-'f:numww :

byiwinie wove':y?



