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Response to the· Weather Underground 

This paper is written in response to. and" as a further discussion of 

the ideas brought forth iIi hairie Fire. It was written by a group of black 

and white revolutiollAl.'y prisoners iriNew Hampsbire State Prison. ·We wrote 

this not as a c.ri tique of Prairie ,Fire, rather because we felt tha.t it did 

not go into much depth in the area. of prisons~ prisoners. and ex-prisoners.. 

Although all. of us came from somew.bat different leveJ..s of ex-perlence 

in the struggle, we fouild that .the ideas~d anaiysis· presented in Prairie 

were_important and to be taken seriously. We share amongst ourse1.ves, as 

well as with many others, in this country, the unders.·ta.ilding of the import­

ance of amass anti-imperialist movement, a v~d part,y, and a militant 

action arm. We do not feel that prisoners as a group are a vanguard force, 

but we do believe that the experiences of captivity, the day to day high 

level. of repression that we live under does give us acertzin unders.tanding 

and s,pin t tha. t needs to be discussed ans shared with our comrades in all. 

areas of struggl.e. We also feel. that i.t is crucial. - for prisoners first, 

but ul ti.mat~ly for all peopl.e moving for freedom that the people outside 

gain a bette;.~ und~..rstanding of condi tiona in ca.pti vi ty and the need for 

s .tronger and more real solidarity between prisoners. and people outside. 

We offer tillS message as a starting point, something to be heard, discussed, 

en tized and commented on. While we invite responses from all peopl e, we 

hope that more of our ~ive sisters and brothers read this as well as Prairie 

. ire and respond to them. Amerikan Kamps being wba t they are, we sugges t 

that any communications regarding these words be sent to the New England. 

Prisoners AsSOCiation, Franconia, N.H. 03580, so that ·we are· sure we will 

receive them. 

Functions, of Prisons, in Amerika 

A society, such as. the U.S., which is based on private accumulation of 

weal. th, on private ownership of productive forces, and which elevated the 

exploitation of the many by the few to a hallowed "level, such a societ,y will 

have many penal institutions. First to serve as a warning to all those re­

gular people who might not perform their jobs in the way the rUlers prescribe, 

or vlho might balk at the lives. they are forceq to lead. Secondly, as a source 

of free or in actuality, slave labor. Also as brai_n.wa..C\hing insti.tuti.on."3 wh:l('.rt 

attempt to regroove those people who have not conformed. to. the rules of a 
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of a dog eat ; dog system -or for .those ' who, like the maj0:ti ty of prisoners, 

have attempted ·to enriCh themselves at the expense of others, but who were 

not part of the monied class, who steal legally,. Finally, prisons are used 

as; prison warehouses for , the workers wh:i:ch amerika does not need - there fore, 

has to repress. " 

Revolution in tlris country, revolution in the capi wist system, revoJ.­

ution of a system that 1 es,t.hat oppress,es through -manipulation 'of mind 

control, through -cultural control, · ~1tough education control and living con­

trol. Prisoners need revolution and many understand this. in an intense 

way. We are ~xperiencing it in a community level, a political level,,* psyc~ 

logical level, worki.rig person level~ . fami,ly level and barbarian level. . 

" We understand the meaning of ·inflation, racism, unemployment" police 

state, pover,ty and real crinies. \iby do .we know · ... because -we art;! the people 

that are put into ,test lab type of insti tutions wh~re we are the quinea pi~ 

for the control programs the state would like to .. Use on the people in the streets · 

We are picked of our minds, feelings, and pride. _ Yet we ~ea.rn to survive in . 

a steel ghetto. We l~arn of gestapo ~ike repression that eChos the cries 

of concentration kamps of Nazi, Germany. 

As much as there has been progress in society, t4ere' ms been thE;t t much 

more porgress in methodso! uses ,of the human entit.y for the benefit of pol it­

ical and cui ~al control. Examples of developed methods in prisons can show 

a pattern of how close we , are coming toa tO,tal p~lice state. These methods 

are , widely referred as behavior modification. Jus:t; as p~sical lobotOmies., , 
" 

still exhi. t, ssychological lobotomies~ in. chich a person is' deceived through -

trickery and lies, are practiced. 

TheS e methods cail be . traced back to the idea of dangling a carrot on a 

stick,.lfi'lere, .the horse is blindly lead. Today the carrbt is replaced , Wi tIl 

such things as good time, meaning a possibility of an earlier release,. 

or furloughs, etc. If these steps ,don't work; another level of disorientation 

is used where ~~ur, free form. though~. are shattered and replaced with robot ' 

like ideas. Thi~ works like the rat in a maze that is taught. through shocks 

of pain. In prisons, captives are shocked with beastial ac~s of confinement 

in isolation units, shocked with j~lts of constant harassment of loss of so­

called priviles es (in reality, loss of peqples' essential needs), shocked 

wi th numerous set-ups where one is caught up in vicious , circles of receiving 

more time, till the Qaptive realizes that his/her who1.e li:fe has been ripped 
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off. The ultimate level of behavior modifies tion is physical tresspass, 

of ones humBn rights, either by:-tobotolllY, e+ectro shock, or filling a person 
, , 

with drugstl~tleaves the 'prisoner literally helpless in mind and bo~. 
" . ...., I , -

Racism is also tiaedasa 'method of control, playing one victim against 
'j - • ," 

another,;: but because of changing "atti tudes among the people, raci.Sm is 

becoming Mrder to see for it hides in newer disguises of tokenism. No 

more is it just "nigger this nigger that", but also the I'ir. Nice Guy 

approach where you then become a victim of some set-up by the prison staff. 

Of course racism in its brutal naked froID is used as well. 

AI though prison' keep'ers' don't 'officially recogniZe political prisoners, 

they do tr~ to use differenc~s betweenpolitl cal and regular captives. The 

real differneces between political and regular is sometimes only a thin edge 

blade because of the shared oppressive condi tiona we face, yet Wi. thin the 

walls it goes deeper than its' thill edge. Regualr prisoners are primarily 

those that have acted out against the ' p~ople or state' for ' capi tal gains or . 

for individualistic, even fscistic' ideals, while political prisoners are the 

realized victims of acts ag~~~t the stat~ oppressor. There is ~so another 

type of political prisoner - and more of these each day - namely the person 

who bas been incarcerat ed for ordinary criLlinal acts, but who has become 

policitally conscious and active while in captivity. Basically any differ­

ences between political or criminal prisoners are not c~al, for only with 

uni ty and understanding of each other can victories be won. 

Outlaw. to Rebel * Rebel to Revolutionary 
~. 

In the past several decades. the type of people sent to prisof:L has chang~. 

Previously the average person sent to 'prison had little education, few had. · 

high school diplomas · - not that a piece of paper is important - but the 

average ~_p~isoner today does have more education a nd through education comes 

('41~~ under stading, better methods of organization and hence the more 

intense and political prison struggle 'of the recent years. 

Besides education, other factors have made prisoners more aware and 

active. Important among these has been the national struggles that have be~n 
. ' 

gOillg on for the past twenty years, especially the struggles of Black people. 

The recent wave of prison struggles can oe trace:d:""to liIuslim ,struggles in and 

out of priso:i1s in the early 60's, followed by' other black efforts and in the 

past 10 years we have seen many captives not only move for spe.ci,al to,roup 

rights, but unite together to fight foX' common human rights. 
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A person commi ts a crim~ and. is sent to prison. They have acted out 

a~j nst how society · is formed because evidently it wasn't formed with him 

or her in mind. The act is . done to satisfY needs or to pl~ out anXieties. 

Once inside, the persqn might rebel against the authorit.y and conditions of 

prison life. In rebelling more repression is wrought upon 1that person. This 

is the period when a qualitiative st~p can be taken - is taken by many - to 

advance the persons' understa.:.lding, to encompass the common struggle that 

needs to be waged by all prisoners of amerika, whether maximum security (prison) 

or minimum security (streets). 

Many, people leave priSOns today to ,continue the st;ruggle either by organ­

izing around, p~nal · issues or by briIlging to light jus,t where the, whole 

system is at. Not that there weren't people like this in years past, but 
. , ~ 

theTe are many mO,r~ people being sent to prison~ n~w and on the whole .they 

are less into ' gangsterism, young~r anq/or mor~ aware. 

Prison Movement * In-.2.Y.i ., 
One nQ..€,nt ask, what exa~t~y- is the prison movement? Apart of it is that 

prisoners as~ .whole are demanding their civil rights, to be treat~d fairly 

and justly as people un(J.er the ,provisions of the Constitution. Another pact 

is that although the movement. has reformist tendencies, a large p8.l't of it 

. questions and refutes the basic ~ght of the system to loqk ~p peo~le for 

what the capitalist system considers crime - in essence,i t :is largely an 

anti-imperialist Llov8Clent. , The great upsurge in , t?-o prison movement if? due 

to the fact that people are .becoming more opp~essive and are deSigned to 

trap the potential revolutionist. 

Outside the . prison many organi~ations . have been formed for the protection · 

of prisoners' rights. Some of . ~hese ·are . broad based, openly revolutionary ::. 

groups who haveforeseen the need t9 have prisoners and ·. ex-.prisoners in their 

organizations. Others are reform groups, interested in civil/legal rights 

and in a sense in pro ping up the curr~nt gove:;rnment in order to show the. t it 

"still works". Both are important ,to th~ struggle because prisons are so 

bdd in this country t llB.t 'we can. use all. the help we can get. These groups 

operate . by putting out prison-oriented papers, formir~ legal lobbies, 

setting up defense c~tte~s, holding rallies and demonstrations, fighting 

court battles, and, an unfol '.tunately too .few, taking direct. mi]jj;a.n.t .a.cti.ons 

in response to 1atrocities qommitted by the state. 
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Yet even with all this happening, it is' not enough, because the state 

insis ts upon using gestapo like measures in dealing !'d th prisoners. Legis­

latures keep testing the resolve of prisoners and their: support groups by . 

imposing repreas~ve rules and when the captives move to oust ,these new rules, 
the state sends in their shock troops, demonstrating their c~ntempt for the 

well being of their charges. Often we hear prisonadmin strators saying that 

all prisoners should be lined up against a walland shot, and, of course the 

w.)xl.d has seen thi~ happen. 

Inside the walls prisoners have been formirigand are now forming committeas, 

advisory eouncilsrBnd unions to air our needs ':ruidto "org'qn.l:ze for our rights. 

These efforts have met wi th even greater resis tance~ :p~ -91:!tside groups bave 

had to deal with when they organize. ildministratilig ,s ,taf;f"a,.ndguards fear 

pris.oners because they sense that once they get together ~ .: r ,eal.ly tog&ther, 

they woUld be powerless to ,carry out their campaign of .sElle~tive or all out 

repression. So if thequard~ see a group of captivesget,ting down with books 

by Narx or other revolutionary literature, if they see 'people talking tog"ether 

about conditions or .howto combat them, they repOrt it"a,nq., cmee a.g>ain the iron 

heel comes down. 

In every :Pnspn th~re are peopis at'least fairly adept at writing legal 

wri ts for themse1ves or others. ' ' Thes~' people too, ,oft.en, feel the worst of 

the oppressors might. ',·.Leg~l 'peti tions ':are an important method of 'struggle 

behind the walls, but ther~ , are definite lirrdts to this tactic - and it 

should be seen only as a tacti~~ not a strategy. Legal petitions are 

overly dependent . on the Whi:111S of a judge and just,. ap01.l.t every court in the 

country, if not eV81'Y single one, are not syrt11:athetic to ,prisoners. luso 

the laws themselves ar~ , gear~d to not serve the interests of poor people~ 

especially captives, S? along with these court efforts, food strikes, work 

stoppages (usually a . very important method since prisol1S ar.e profit-lnaid.ng 

insi tuttions), and even full scale uprisihgs are necessary,. . 

The state ignores the fact that prisoners are people, not animals to be 

kept in cages, and becauSe of this the forces of "law and order" became naked 

oppressors, but this, t hey also became legitimate targets for ll1Surrection. 

Even th~ Declaration of Independence states this, but the U.S. obviously doesn't 

pay much attention to such details~ . ~ .. 

In what is probably a unique feature of the amerikan struggle, we believe 

the prison movement is an intregal PaL·t of the revol.utionary struggle in general .. 
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First, because pr;$oners are li vin€; in: the pit of t~e beast ' and . the pit is 

growing daily. Tt,i.e dis tance betl'TeeI?- . the peores t and mos t 9Ppressed "~reeft " 

connnunities and .prisons is us~ly one step - ,even a~ accidental one; and 

the people who are mostco~tantly in conflict with the state ~re also 

the people 'who comprise trelarge majority in kamps,- i.e. minority, poor~ 

etc. Even the civil rights struggles in prisons are ususlly of a revolutionary 
~ . ". '. ~ .. ~ .. -

nature - as for the partici~tE?' many are understanding that ~hile these are 

necessary survival struggles, the real injustices of prison crumlOt be elimin­

ated without- the ab91i non of corpo~ate ,capi talist amerika. , 

Role . ~Prisoners, & ~-p~soners i.;! the Revolution 

Recen.tly, some ;deas have be~n circ~a~ed that prisoners are or will be.,·' 

the vanguard in the struggle, m41e we ' :reje~t ' this, nei~her do: we believe ' . . 
.. ·r :~ 

tha t the traditional positions of ~Iarx on th~ lumpens and prisoners are correct. 

The actiol~ ,and lessons of Attipa, Walpole, Ge~rg~ Jackson and innumeraple 
• lr.' ..~ ~~ .. • f' 

others ' as well as the c~ng nature of prisoner$ in general, clearly shows 
. .. , '. . . 

that various revo~utio~ry ideas, groups/indivi4-ua,ls, and struggles are . . '.', .: -, . ' ,' ~ 

occuring beb,ind the · ~ls today~ . The ~eas(;msfor this are many,; increasing 

national struggle, student/youth rebellions of a few years ago having . 

created changes in young people in general ,- an4 young people are the ,~jority . .~ , '. . 

in l~ps today, ,the worsening €eo~omic si~tions , making ~t · ~ecessa1r for 

larger numbers 9f people to seek ~xtra-legal methods of survival,. increasing 

numbers of people sent to jail for revoluti,o:.:ary acts <?r ,on trumped-up 

charges, and mB.ny more reasons~ Also~, . j~t the fact of living in the belly 

of the shark, with even the small pJeasures ,that are allowed on ·the outside 

being taken away, ~d , with the eOIl:Stant repress~on that is the reality of ,~:: 

prison, makes it likely that cap~ives will begin to ask real questions, and 

learn crucial lessons, abotd; ~he nature of the system they live und,er -: 

first prisons, t~en the system which ne~ds these prisons, as we~l as the ::,,: 

lessons of how to fight to. survive &ld eliminate ~lus i~justic~. Of course ' 

the large majori t-.r of prisoners know: the reality of ghetto-pover:ty life, but 

on the streets ~ittle time is .spent on reflection if the per~ori is busy 

hustling l~~ly ori+legall~ fora living. 

In the context of. America in geIl:eral, the struggles and existence of . 

life in kamps can be termed as closest to conditions of war. I>eople are 

broken, beaten, kil.~ed, forced to work as s~ave~ with no ~ or a.t best .pennies 

a day, like in no other s;.i tuation in this country today,_ The ~tato 8nll :federal 

J " • • \ .. ,_ 
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prison systems make tenS of millions of dollars a year from the unpaid labor 

of captives. The naked i.njustice and terror of amerika is most obvious . , 

wi th all the frills , removed - behind. the walls like nowhere .se in this 

country. This reali ty while not turning every prisoner into a. revolutionary, 

leaves its mark. 

Besides being a soUrce of free labor, prisons on state and federal levels 

are experimenting with various social control programs. There is a. cause and 

effect reason for this. On the one hand the old methods of ~ed terror 

coupled with gangs of inmates :running prisons has by and lax-ge ~roken down 

wi th the , emergence of revolutionar.Y groups and 90ali tion seekJ.ig to - :~ght 
for surYival of all captives - the old ways dont ,work so bra.in washi~" 

drugs,. and various other behavior modification schemes are being used. 

The ' other, and perhaps even more dangerous reasons , for these programs, is 

tha t whatever works for prisoners will and to some degree , has Blready been 

implemented for use outside., I'-i£ost of tl~ese behavior mod games are funded by 

agencies like LEAA or state equivil,ents, and the results are reported back 

and passed on to other agencies like ~chools, armed forces, etc. 

A~ conSiderable human cost prisoners. have resisted and recently success­

fully fought many of these schemes- the START ,pro~a.m of the fe~ral system, 

the maxi/pospital . kamp in N.Y. state, the tri-state northern New ~land· 

special offendel"'S p~ison jus,t to name a few. The lesson' learned in these 

struggles, as well as the eve,r emerging picture of what amerikan fascism lril~ 

look like should be studied and understood and put in context by all progTessive 

people. In this area prisoners, out of necessity, are in the vanguard role. 

In order to combat these attacks, a s well as survive in a high intensity 

struggle si ~tion, prisoners throughout the l~d have had to learn and put 

into practice many principles that, while expressed outside, are sadly not 

practiced enough. . li.iost important is the c0Il:bating of racism, and with this 

the forging of real unity and solidarity. Unfortunately, there still exists ' 

IIany racist flare-ups" some gang warfare, and a certain tendancy to ' try lumpen/ 

individualist solutions - the last is probably more true in kamps because of 

the experience that mEU1Y prisoners came from on the outside. Still we have 
S~en many cases where a struggle 1'laS sucessful or 'simply made possible 
because of real unity - Attica, Atil~ore/Holma.n, McAllister, Bedford Hills, etc. 

As for the vindictive and sectaria.ri· polemics that are presently, and it seems 

historically rag~ng in the ~eft, these are just not reproduced in kamps. 

This does not :mean that they are not considered important (some of them at _ 

least), or that all, even revolutionary prisoners have one unified line , 
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but it bas been learned t~ough struggle that to spend more time fight?-ng 

each other only plays into the hands of the enemy. In a sense, we cannot 

afford the l'14xury of long wor.d games, the oppressor is too close 'to our 

necks. Principled unity-fighting unity; is necessary in all cases ,of struggle. 

Prisoners more and more are unders tandi~:' ,:t;lJa t t lris sys tam ';imper~aJ. 

amerika), is built on power/terror. Behind the candybar lies the gun. It 

was no accident that the SLA had . ex ... pris,~ ,involved, nor shoulg. 

it be surprisii.Jg that almost all prisoners re~ponses to their actions were 
; ' · '.ff :;;~ 

at least critically supporting. 

~esides the strugg~es that captives are engaged tn behind the walls, 

prisoners and especially the recently released sisters and brothers vIill 

certainly want to, and become involved in the most militant struggle. 

It has been rightly pointed out ti1at a danger lies in the fact that people 

cOming out from the kamps and of course those still inside, might have an 

unreal picture of conditions outside, and ce~inly concrete evaluations- of 

concrete situations should be the rule. But'l~11~t:·e .• ,is the other side of 

this, namely that we have seen the reality of amerika 'va th all the frosting 

removed and we've understood that on.1.yforce will bring down the oppressor. 

This unders tanding and deternuna tion should not be cas t ~-;aside , and it is 

especially the responsibility of th,Ose groups that have experience in mili tant 

and armed activity, to share what can be shared in terms of practice wld 
, . 

ideas. Self-defense and ar:ned propaganda are the least that is already needed, 

and in our opinion even stronger actions are called for in many areas of 

struggle today. 

Thus, lvbile prisoners and exprisoners a.re not tbe vanguard, our experience 

le,9.d,iJ.;,g to captivity and, our rn.anY ba.ttles wi~t!he+ enemy while in prison, 

place , us in a leading position in certain ,a'T-¥lill'. :~J3as.ically, we are the workers 

wldch amerikan capitalism can not use - therefore, has to repress; economia 

condti tions alone" will ~f'ortunately increase our ranke and the struggles of 

prisoners has made us a determined. and mili taut cutting edge .of the whole ; , 

Pe,~ es t Struggle. 

Venceremos 

Roger Boberg 
JolID Yancey 

2/11/75 N.H. State Prison 
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