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VIETNAM SHOWDOWI 
jNT- 'NSTITUUT 

THE INTREPID' FOUR SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 

The following is based on a summary of 
a report by Peter Arnett which appeared 
over the Associated Press wire In December 
of 1967t and was published in various U.& 
papers. Arnett is an AP reporter who has 
been in Vietnam nearly six years. 

(editor's note) 
• # # * # 

1968 appears to be shaping up as even 
^bloodier than 1967. In Vietnam in 1967 
jboth sides claimed victories, and each 
jwas right in terms of its own standards 
for victory. The U.S. command analyzes 

Four American sailors jumped ship Oct.23 when their carrier the war in terms of World War II how 
•The Intrepid' was in Yosuka, Japan. The men sought the aid of many bombs were dropped, how high was the 
a Japanese peace organization which assisted them in making "body count", and so on. The Vietnamese 
a filmed interview. The four then flew to the Soviet Union measure their progress by comparing this 
which aided them in finding asylum in the traditionally neutralwar with the successful war to defeat the 
Sweden where they intend to actively work for peace. The fol J French in the 1950s. It is at least cer-
lowlng are statements made by the four. tain that by the end of I967, not onede-

"We four—Craig Anderson, John Barella, Richard Bailey andcisive battle has been fought. 
Michael Lindner—are against all aggressive wars in general : Many see 1967 as an indicationof what 
and are against the American aggression in Vietnam in partie- ls_to come^ln the fieÇtlng^in *?_;:; 
ular. We oppose the' 
contli ulng increase 
of military might of 
the USA In Vietnam 
and other countries 
of Southeast Asia. 

We consider It a 
crime for a technol­
ogically developed 
country to be engag­
ed In the murder of 
civilians and to be 
destroying a small 
developing,agricul­
tural country. 

We believe that 
the Vietnamese people 
themselves should de*-
termine their owi fate. 

We are in favor of 
the total withdrawal 
of all forces of the 
USA from Southeast 
Asia. 

# * # 
The followingcir-

cumstances preceeded 
our decision to leave 
military service. The 
four of us met on 
board the American 
carrier the 'IntreçUd' 
in September of 19671 

which,at that time, ! 
was located in thefc 
Gulf of Tonkin. 
Michael Lindner,Dick 
Bailey.and John Bar-. 
ella were working on 
the catapult of the 
carrier. 

Michael met Craig 
Anderson, during wor£ 
whom he afterwards 
introduced to his two 
friends. 

Each of us had our 
own Ideas with respect 
to the war, and our 
negative relationship 
to it immediately be­
came the theme of our 
discussions. 

After a stay of an 
entire month on fight­
ing position in the 
Gulf of Tonkin, the 
'Intrepid' landed in 
Japan for a week's 
rest. The four of us 
received leave on the 
23rd of October; and 
changing our military 
uniforms for civillai 
dress, we boarded a 
train headingforTokya 

We were quite a-
ware of the consequ­
ences which might re­
sult from our action, 

On the 2**th of Cet. 
continued p.? 
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the U.S. side. General We s tmoreland'fc tac­
tics of attrition will continue. On the 
Vietnamese side, there will be a continu­
ing attempt to match these tactics at 
the DMZ, U.S. Marine officers were said 
to have reported that casualties were 
equal on both sides throughout 19&7. 

The optimism of the U.S. command for 
an early end to the war is partly based 
on the huge total of more than 80,000 
Vietnamese war dead (ed. note: Arnett re­
ports that this 80,000 was "by allied reck­
oning"; it is not clear whether the not-
orlosly high "body counts" given by the 
ARVIN are included in this total). But 
the Vietnamese opposition seems willing 
to commit endless numbers of men to battle 
! in the greatest offensive of the war, be­
gun in October and still continuing. As 
Jone U.S. brigade commander is said to have 
remarked, the Viet Minh lost an estimated 
500,000 dead against the French. They are 
better organized now by far and have lost 
far fewer men. It is this willingness to 
committ troops to battle, and to match the 
U.S. buildup which, Arnett says, causes 
the most experienced observers to say 
that the Vietnamese have fixed on late 
1967 to begin a fight to the finish. In 
support of this policy. North Vietnam is 
said to be openly sending troops and sup­
plies in great numbers down the Ho Chi 
Minh and Sihanouk trails despite a fan­
tastic U.S. bombing'effort. As a result 
of the increase* fighting, U.S. _effort* 

continued p.'î 

GOVERNMENT CRACKS DOWN AS OPPOSITION GROWS. 
More young men were prosecuted and con­

victed last year for draft violations 1han 
any year since World War II. Also, stiffer 
sentences against draft offenders are be­
ing handed out now. Attorney General Ram­
sey Clark reported these facts to the Pres­
ident at the beginning cf this year. Ife also 
warned that the Justice Department's in­
telligence apparatus might have to be re­
vamped to cope with the threatened "riot 
and rebellion" in the cities (i.e. Amer­
ican cities, not Vietnames—Ed.). 

In the Justice Departments annual re­
port, Mr. Clark disclosed that 952 young 
men were convicted in 1967 for violating 
Selective Service laws. This was in in­
crease of 76% over 1966 convictions and 
250$ above convictions in 1965.last year 
1,6^8 prosecutions weretegun, compared to 
1,015 in 1966 and 506 in 1965. These fig­
ures cover a wide range of violations from 
refusing to report for induction to draft 
card burning. Comparable figures for the 
Korean War show that far fewer prosecu­
tions and convictions occurred at that 
time. 

In response to this widespread grass 
roots opposition to the wa'r, the govern­
ment has indicted Dr. Benjamin Spock, re­
nowned pediatrician, and the Rev. William 
S. Gbf fin Jr. cf Yale University and sever­
al others. They were charged with con­
spiring to counsel men to violate draft 

laws. Some of the specific acts the men 
were charged with were: sponsoring a na­
tion-wide draft resistance program that 
'would include disrupting the induction 
^process at various induction centers ; mak­
ing public appeals for men to refuse to 
serve; and collecting draft cards to be 
turned over to the Justice Department. 
Spock and Coffin were also charged with 
writing a public statement entitled: "A 
Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority." 
They insist that the war is illegal, vio­
lating the Constitution of the United 
States, the United Nations Charter and 
the Geneva Agreement. 

The Nation of January 22 editorial­
ized that Spock and his associates didrft 
Impede draftees in any way, but merely 
advocated the possibility of moral choice. 
Picking off the leadership cf the opposi­
tion is an old trick designed to discour­
age dissent. Such repression is a viola­
tion of free speech. The government's u-
sual charge is "conspiracy." In this 
case, presumably, conspiracy to urge in­
dividuals to follow their consciences. 
These "conspirators," instead of acting 
in secret to perform an illegal act, lit­
erally shouted their intentions from the 
housetops. Various groups and individ­
uals hive come to the defense of Spock 
and the others. Spock has subsequently 
pleaded Innocent. 



we appealed to some Japanese who in turn Informed 
the Japanese peace movement of our situât ion. After 
we met with representatives of this movement and 
discussed with them how we could most safely ex­
press our views publicly. After this we decided 
that we would do this in the form of a filmed press 
conference. We then discussed questions concerning 
means of leaving Japan safely. 

(signed) 
Craig Anderson, John M. Barella, 
Richard D. Bailey, Michael A. 
Lindner—17th of November, 1967" 

(The following is from an interview with a cor­
respondent of a foreign newspaper—translated by 
THE ALLY) 
Question: Could you speak about yourself, how you 
came to your decision? 
Barella: I am rather young...At the time of my en­
trance into the navy I knew very little about the 
Vietnamese War, mostly because at that time in Am­
erica it was a so-called 'debatable question' and 
not so many people were protesting it. 

Up until the time I was drafted I led the life 
of an ordinary young American. When my time for 
being drafted came I decided to enter the navy.At 
that time the military escalation of the U.S. in 
Vietnam had not yet begun, and it was because of 
this that the Vietnamese war did not bother me very 
much. 

I served for one year in the navy within the 
bounds of the U,S,,,On the 11th of May our carrier 
left Its base in the state of Virginia and headed 
for the region of Vietnam. Within a month and a 
half we were in the region of the Tonkin Gulf. So 
it is possible to say that I took part directly in 
the activities of the American fleet in this regjcn 
for about six months. 
Question: Tell us, what was the final push that 
caused you to openly oppose the Vietnamese War. 
Barella: In the depths of my soul I had considered 
the Vietnamese War to be Immoral and unjust even 
before this decision, but while serving on the 
carrier I became even more convinced of this. I ara* 
how every day hundreds of airplanes laden with many 
tons of bombs, flew from the deck, and knew that 
they were directed towards the murder of people.I 
was convinced that the U.S. had no right to be in 
that region. 
Question: If you had remained on the carrier you 
would have been able to return home rather soon 
'with honor'. This would have been an easier path. 
Why did you take the decision which you took? 
Barella: I acted as a person in my position should 
act who realizes that the war of the U.S. in Viet­
nam Is immoral and unjust. Yes, it is true that I 
had already served three quarters of my duty and 
could have returned home around the firstofJanuary 
Question: Had you seen any pictures, movies which 

showed the results of the American bombardment in 
Vietnam? . -
Barella: Yes, I had seen illustrations from Am­
erican papers and also several photographs which 
were made from air reconnaissance over the bcmbed 
regions. This was really a terrible business. I 
know that the war in Vietnam will continue for a 
long time. Insisting on their independence, the 
Vietnamese people will resist the attack of the 
U.S. I believe that the time has come to halt this 
war and allow the people to live in peace. 
Question: How did the military explain to you the 
alms of the U.S. In Vietnam? 
Barella : They told us that we had to fight to «stop 
Communism». They told us that we are 'defending 
freedom'. But is this really defending freedom? 
This is the violation of the freedom of people, 
it is massive murder. 
(Anderson enters the conversation) 
Anderson : I do not think that the majority of men 
actively are for the war; but rather, fearing the 
the punishments, the majority of them prefer to 
remain quiet and *to do their job'. 

This personal indifference is one of the main 
reasons which caused us to decide upon our action. 
We would like to spur those who are beginning to 
understand the injustice of the Vietnamese War.., 
(Lindner speaks about himself) 
Lindner : I did not make this decision until I vsis 
sent to Vietnam. A year or so ago I was not too 
much concerned with what was going on...'Intrejid' 
was in Vietnamese waters. I saw with my own eyes 
the enormous quantity of bombs that were being 
hurled on the Vietnamese. The scene was stagger­
ing. I saw how the 'Sky Hawks' and'Sky Rangers' 
were continually taking off laden with bombs. At 
times they did not return. All this caused 
me to think about the nature of the war.I under­
stood that thousands of people were dying. These 
airplanes were wiping villages from the face of 
the earth, destroying cities, burning children 

with napalm. This was really rnvrder >m& Impossible 
to justify. 
Question: I gather from your declaration In Japan that your father is a military man? 
Bailey: Yes, he Is in the military. He Is a comm­
ander but is now in the reserves... 
Question: I would think that. In as much as your 
father is a military man. It would be even more 
difficult for you than for your friends to take an 
anti-war decision? 
Bailey: No, I would not say so. Although my father 
did influence me to Join the navy. When I was 
younger I spent much time with him; and, it seem­
ed to me that service in the navy was a rather fine 
occupation, respected by the people. But when I 
served for a while, I became convinced that sorvtoe 
in the American navy Is a dulling occupation which 
turns a man into a beast. 
Question: Would you say that your anti-war decision 
was formulated already before the army or rather 
in the process of service in the navy, participat­
ing in the war? 
Bailey: I had not thought about all of this until 
the middle of 1966 when I found myself on the Chores 
of Vietnam. However, my work on the carrier was es­
sentially very easy. The first time I was there I 
lid not think very much about what I was doing. 
And only this year, if you please, did I begin to 
understand that I was taking part in a dirty,unjust 
[war. I would say that the -real split occurred after 
May of this year when we were in the U.S. and I saw 
[the demonstrations, massive uprisings of protest 
against the Vietnamese War. I thought: apparently 
these people had some reason for protesting. Re­
turning,! once again served on the carrier, on the 
catapult helping to launch planes. I began tp under­
stand that I was taking part in the criminal mur­
der of people. In as much as I helped launch these 
planes, loaded with bombs, I participated in the 
killing. These attitudes of mine were noticed and 
1 was subjected to unofficial punishment and act­
ually removed from the command directly engaged In 
the launching of airplanes. But I decided that I 
Would leave the carrier altogether and would not In 
any way participate in the war. And when our carrier 
cast anchor at the naval base of Yosuka, Japan I 
decided that the time had come to act. I hoped that 
my act would have an effect on a great many people 
Particularly I hope that it will have an effect on 
the youth of the USA and other countries so that 
our generation must struggle against this war rat­
her than obediently participate in it because of 
compulsion. 
Question: As far as I know none of you belong to 
any political organization nor to any political 
movement? 
Answer : Yes, that is entirely correct. 
Question: Did you hear about the three American 
soldiers—Samas, Johnson and Moore who refused to 
fight in Vietnam and were thrown into prison? 
Answer : Yes, we heard of them. We also heard a-
bout other instances of protest of American r ser­
vicemen against this dirty war; about Cap ta in Levy, 
for example. These people rose up despite the 
threat of prison and repression. This, of course, 
had an influence on our decision. They rose up 
and openly told the military machine and the gov­
ernment that they would not participate in the cri­
minal war. We know that many people are of the 
same opinion but they lack the decisiveness to re­
veal It openly. 

Question: What are your future plans? 
Answer : We asked for help In*traveling to other 
countries. We want to learn, work and give our 
energies to the struggle against the immoral and 
inhuman war of the USA in Vietnam; and,,will con­
tinue until it is brought to an end." 

* • » * 

The four men from the 'Intrepid' during their; 
five-week stay in Moscow gave a two-hour Interview! 
with a correspondent from the 'Times-Post Service* 
Richard Reston. Here are some of the answers he 
received from the men: 
Bailey: Yes, as far as we're concerned "deserter! 
Is no longer a dirty name. That's what we're try 
lng to do. I think our actions helped to make a 
deserter more honorable. 
Barella : I think this had straightened them (seij, 
vicemen who had little communication with otherV 
servicemen) out to know that there really are pe*| 
ople out there (Vietnam) with a conscience, vho dcj 
not want to participate in the war. [' 
Lindner : The American press has distorted our| 
position with suggestions that we are repudiating 
our country rather than our government. That's • 
not at all what we're doing. We have nothing a-
galnst the land of America or the American .people, 
It's the war machine that is committing the \ war 
crimes these days and that we repudiate. 


