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and capitalistic and has as its desire a world empire (imperialism) built on the backs of 
Puerto Ricans and other $ird World people. Our children must relearn spanish, our 
young brothers and sisters must learn of our history and culture, and our warriors, men 
and women, must learn of the greatness of the Puerto Rican nation. Puerto Ricans must 
also understand the necessity for armed struggle or be wiped out through genocide. Our 
brothers and sisters on the streets must learn that the pig takes many forms, from dope 
to genocide in the hospitals, to brutality and murder at the hands of the patrolling pigs, 
and imperialist robbery at the hands of the army and navy who are stealing our island of 
Culebra today and will try to steal the rest of Borinquen tomorrow. 

We invite all Boricuas to attend our community education sessions and to bring your 
friends and relatives.

EACH ONE TEACH ONE!
THE DUTY OF A PUERTO RICAN IS TO MAKE THE REVOLUTION!
LIBERATE PUERTO RICO NOW!

Carlos Aponte 
Education Lieutenant 
YOUNG LORDS PARTY
Bronx Branch

Student Conference
(From the newspaper Palante,  October , volume , number )

$e <rst National Puerto Rican Student Conference was held on September 22 and 
23 at Columbia University. $e conference marks the <rst time since Puerto Ricans were 
brought to this country that we got together on a national scale to intensify the struggle 
for the education and liberation of our people.

Over 1000 Boricuas, mostly students, came from all over the united states and Puerto 
Rico to attend the meeting called for by the YOUNG LORDS PARTY and the Puerto Rican 
Student Union. $e conference had two main purposes: to organize Liberate Puerto Rico 
Now Committees all over the u.s. and Puerto Rico; and to plan for a massive demonstra-
tion at the UN on October 30, 1970. 

$e conference was both an opportunity to organize and an opportunity to learn. 
Workshops were held dealing with: revolutionary Puerto Rican history and culture; the 
role of women in the revolution; high school students, college students; Latin American 
and Latin unity; the military and the draA; political prisoners; $ird World unity; educa-
tion and the media; and socialism. $e people in some workshops came out with speci<c 
recommendations for organizing in their areas. $e high school workshop, for example, 
decided that all high school groups would support any high school struggle in the city. 
$ey also recommended that our people stop pledging allegiance to the amerikkkan Bag 
and only salute the Puerto Rican or Black Liberation Bags. 

Representative from various revolutionary groups spoke at the conference: MPI, the 
Chicano movement, FERD (Frente de Estudiantes Revolucionarios Dominicanos), FUPI, 
PRSU, I Wor Kuen, and the YOUNG LORDS PARTY.



On Education and Students 127

Liberate Puerto Rico Now Committees were set up around the country to publicize 
the fact that Puerto Rico is a colony of the united states and is controlled economically, 
politically, and culturally by amerikkka. $e Committees will be organizing for the Octo-
ber 30th action at the UN to demand independence for our homeland.

We feel that the Student Conference was a <rst step in bringing together our people to 
begin our <ght for the right to determine our own destinies. But it was only the <rst step. 
We still have much work and a long struggle before us. Unidos Venceremos.

Ministry of Information
YOUNG LORDS PARTY

H.S. Revolt!
(From the newspaper Palante,  October , volume , number )

Bullets and bombs aren’t the only ways to kill people. Bad hospitals kill our people. 
Rotten, forgotten buildings kill our people. Garbage and disease kill our people. And the 
schools kill our people.

IneCcient administrators + racist uncaring teachers + overcrowded classrooms + irrel-
evant curriculums + old, lying textbooks + an attitude of “don’t ask too many questions” 
+ a prison atmosphere = genocide (the mass killing of people). But students and parents 
everywhere are rising up against these conditions. We understand that by herding us into 
these brainwashing centers, our enemy is trying to kill our desire to learn, to destroy our 
ability to get the skills and knowledges we need to <ght a society that needs us only for 
cheap labor and manpower for its racist wars against other $ird World people.

Benjamin Franklin HS is on 116th Street and Pleasant Avenue. It can seat 2400 stu-
dents but 4400 are enrolled. $ree classes are held in the cafeteria during the second 
period. Classes are also held in the auditorium balcony and the in<rmary. One oCce, 
Room 138, is being used as a “classroom” for 24 students. Room 138 is only 21 feet long 
and 15 feet wide. How can people learn under these conditions?

Benjamin Franklin is 99% Puerto Rican and Black. $ree years ago it had the second 
highest dropout rate in the city—60% (Morris HS in the Bronx had the highest—64%). 
In January, 1969, 47% of the graduating class were refused diplomas (the highest percent-
age in the city). At the same time, only 4% of the graduating class applied for college (the 
next to lowest percentage in the city). In predominantly white schools the number of 
students applying to college is always over 50%. 

Concerned parents, students, and community groups at Franklin feel that a <rst step 
in dealing with these conditions and problems is appointing a principal that will serve 
and be accountable to the community. $ey have chosen Melvin Taylor, a brother who 
grew up in the area who worked as a teacher, advisor and dean at Franklin; who has dem-
onstrated his ability to relate to Black and Puerto Rican students; who has had extensive 
experience in high school and college administration; and who possesses a State Certi<-
cate for Principalship of Secondary Schools. Although the brother has all the credentials 
necessary for the job, the Board of Miseducation has said “no good” and has given the 
people a “choice” of 7 lames (all white) that they can consider for principal.  


