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BILL COSBY LAUNCHES
UNLOCK APARTHEID’S JAIL CAMPAIGN

e CAMPAIGN DELIVERS 30,000 KEYS TO SOUTH AFRICAN
CONSULATE ON OCTOBER 13

e SECOND KEY DELIVERY SET FOR WASHINGTON ON
DECEMBER 15

e CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, SCHOOLS IN 20 STATES
COLLECTING KEYS

e CAMPAIGN TO CONTINUE THROUGH SPRING OF '88
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Dear friend,

About two months ago, Bill Cosby wrote you on behalf of the Unlock
Apartheid's Jails campaign asking you to join him in a major statement of
conscience protesting the Jjailing of tens of thousands of men, women, and
children in South Africa. He asked you to help free these political prisoners by
collecting keys in your church and synagogues to symbolize our demand that South
Africe unlock the doors of its apartheid jails.

3ince then the “Unlock Apartheid's Jails™ campaign has accomplished a great
deal, In September, Mr Cosby invited the mayors of eight major cities to
present him with the keys to their cities at a press conference in New York,
thereby proclaiming both their personal support and the commitment of their
citizens to seeing apartheid's prisoners freed. The press conference was
covered by newspapers and television stations across the United States, Europe
and South Africa.

This has encouraged people throughout the U.3. to get involved and
demonstrate their concern for freedom in South Africa by Joining our campaign.
High school students in Denver, autoworkers in Detroit and church congregations
in Houston were among the many people who came forward to colleect keys to
dramatize their determination to "Unlock Apartheid’'s Jails."

As a result, on Cctober 13 we were able to deliver 30,000 keys to the South
African consulate in New York - one key for every political prisomer held in
jail in the last year.

I am writing to express our appreciaticon for your coantribution to the
success of this campaign so far. But as you know the defentions and rpepression
are continuing. Recently. in a small town in the COrange Free State. the police
came in the early hours of the morning and took away twenfy-two young people,
Many were between 14 and 16 years old. When their parents went to the police
station to look for them they heard terrible screams coming from the building
where the children were being held. But the police would nct allow anyone to see
these childrens, including their parents. Incidents like these are still a commen
occurrence in 3outh Africa today.

It is for these people and 50 many obhers like them that our campalign pust
g0 an. On Tuesday, December 15 we will deliver more keys at the Scuth African
Embassy in Washington DC. And we need your help.

We ask that you again get a large fishbowl and place it in your church so
that members of vour congregation may contribute their keys as a demand that the
doors of South Africa’s jails be opened.



Please send us your keys with a note about your efforts before December 10
so that we can deliver them to the Embassy on December 15. And because the
campaign will continue inte Spring, 1988, there is still time for your
cbngregation or group to participate.

The prisoners of apartheid and their families are appealing to their
friends in other countries for help. We are those friends. Our protests can make
the difference between prison and freedom - even life or death - for the
thousands of men, women and children who have been jailed by the white minority
government.

Already, reports in South African newspapers reveal that Pretoria is
worried about the "Unlock Apartheid's Jails campaign," because it turns the
spotlight of world opinion on their jails. They know we are revealing what they
have tried to keep secret --~ the presence of thousands of prisoners, nearly
half of whom are children, who have been held without trial, and brutally
tortured for opposing apartheid.

I enclose some of the newspaper stories which show how successful our
efforts have become in focusing the nation's attention on South Africa's
priscners of conscience.

I look forward to your continued participation in this Campaign. If there
any questions you may have, please feel free to call me either im my office,
212-962-1210 or at home, 718-287-06%51.

Sincerely,
i
A
Dumisani S. Kumalp

Coordinator

Religious, tabor and government leaders join Unlock Apartheid's Jails campaigners at October 13 key-
dumping event at the South African Consulate in New York.
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Cosby holds a fishhowl filled with donated keyn, which will be sent to the South African government.

Cosby, mayors kick off campaign
to help ‘Unlock Apartheid’s Jails’

By Rick Lyman
awpirer Szaji Wriner

NEW YORK — When the ambassador
from Nigeria described “Dr. William H
Cosby Jr.™ ue the star of the show, the TV
tyenon in the brightred shirt and the
yellow suspenders grinned a coy, pud
ding-pop gtin and shyly hid his face be-
hind & nearby curtain.

The cameras flashed like twilight artik

lery.

Bill Cosby told the assembled throng
yesterday in the rosetinted baliroom at
the Grant Hyan Hotel that he agreed to
amend the kickoff festivities for the “Un-
lock Apartheid's Jails" campaigh because
he was convinced that his cefebrity would
give the event a little boost.

Which it did.

‘The ballroom was jammed with journal-
iste and spectators. A long line of televd
sion cameras and shaking cords clurtered
the back aisle.

“1 st a celebrity,” Coshy sabd. “But this
is not about Bill Cosby. This is about
people who are free jn the United States of
America It's about a feeling we all share,
a feeling of children geing out o play,
going 10 the store, going to visit Grandpa
or Uncle and not coming back home.
That's what this is sbout. Clearly, that’s
whet this is abomt.”

in South Aftdca, the comedian said, chil-
dren are playing an increasing role in the
fight against that counltry’s rackal separs-
ton policies and are, as a result, being

arrested, detalned and 1ortured at increes-
ing rates. South Africa’s UN. mission is
sued a gatetent 8t woek Senying this

“We're not asking if this is right or
wrong,” Cosby said, “becsuse there i no
controversy.”

The only question, he k), is wiss can
be done to stop it?

Seatad 10 Cosby's right were the mavors
of eight US. cities who had come to take
part it the cereiony — dropping keys to
their clnas in a glass fishbowt beld aloft

by Cosl

Joseph N. Garba, the Nigerian ambassa-
dor and chairman of the UN. Special
Committes ageinst Apartheid, will ke
the keys to rallies on the steps of the
South African Consulate in New York on
Oct. 13 and the South African Bmbassy in
Wnshi.nglmonl)m 10, “International He-
man Rights Day.

“Unlock Apnnhdd's Juls" 15 & con-

ing
said, 10 keep the tssues of apanhaid and
political detainees in the news — to coun-
teract South African censorship regula-
tions, which have been effective in wip-
ing 1he nation’s troubies off the evening
naws and many front pages.

People all over the wotd are being
urged to send their ald keys — car keys,
house keys, keys to Who-hnows-what — 0
President Pieter W. Batha in South Africa
along with a demand that the oatich
“immedietely free all detainees and politi-
cal prisoners.”

Inidated by the Aftican Fund, the cam.
palgn is being financed by profits from

“Sun Ciy,” the anti-apartheid pop song
and viden, which hay raised about a hadi-
million

dollars, supporters say.
‘lpe‘luivetheSouthMrmngImm
the direct hett and descendant of Hitler's

. Naz Germany,” H.’niNewYDrkleor

Edward | Koch, dropping his key in
Coshy's fishbowl, “In South they
are seeking to destroy their black citimens,
and the rest of the world has been {ar 100
silent for far 100 dong”*

Wilmington's mayor, Dandel Frawley,
suid his was “a small city,” but the “ouirs-
geous morel comduct of the governiment
of South Africa calls for every voice o be
heard.” Wiimingron's key came anached
ton that wouldn't fit throwgh the
mouth of the fishbowl, so Frawley yanked
it off and thrust it iDside to cheers from
the audlence.

Trenton Mayor Arihur Hodland ssid his
city bid stopped handing out keys a long
time agp. For Ay. he said, a sal
had come 10 City Hall about a year ago
and tried to persuade Holtand to go back
10 keys, kaving & sample as an entice
ment.

“It's quite & key." Holland said, plunking
the &inch monster in Coshy's fishbowl.
“I's ont one and only key. But I can't
think of any better place for it”

Alse antending were the mayors of
Washington: Kansas City, Mo, Boson;
Hartford, Cona., and Providence, RJ.




It's 4:00 am. there's a

knock at the door. Four

men push aside the mother
in the doorway and walk into
the house. At the bhed-

room they pause. and

then pull 13-year-old
Cleopatra Molefe out of
bed and take her away.
Two months later,
Cleopatra’s parents had
still not seen their
daughter. . .

Every twelve minutes someone is imprisoned without charge or trial in apartheid South Africa. In the last year
30,000 peopie have been detained — men and women, children, religious leaders, labor leaders, community activists, jour-
nalists, teachers and countless others have all been swept up. Nearly haif are children, some only five years old. The de-
tainees are denied access o lawyers or family. Doctors report that over 80 percent of the detainees have been tortured.
Many have died in police custody. Others have disappeared without a trace. Their only crime is demanding full civil

rights in the land of their birth.

YOU CAN HELP SET THEM FREE

SEND IN YOUR KEYS TO UNLOCK APARTHEID’S JAILS

The Africa Fund will present these keys by the thousands to the South African Government
to demand that they free the detainees and political prisoners.

TO:
President P.W. Botha.
South Africa

Here is my key. | demand that you Uniock Apartheid's
Jails and free all detainees and politicat prisoners.
Apartheid is a crime. | support the immediate end to
the racist system of white minority rule and the estab-
lishment of a free, demccratic South Africa based on
one-person, one-vote.

SIGNED:

ffffffff

........................

RETURN COUPON TO:

TO: -

The Africa Fund

Please deliver the enclosed key
and slalement to the South
African government

I witl get my church, union or organization to collect keys

Here is my contribution of $
and aid the families of South African political prisoners.

Name

_____ tosupportthe cam-
paign to mobilize Americans to Unlock the Jails of Apartheid

Address

City State Zip

UNLOCK APARTHEID'S JAILS
THE AFRICA FUND, 198 BROADWAY, NYC 10038
(212-962-1210)



Hastings pupils lend support
to ‘Unlock Apartheid’ drive

By Emily Laber
Stat Writar

Nicholas Winn sal on 8 Manhatian.
bound school bus Tuesday, proudly
holding a band-decorated shoe box con-
taining 202 used keys.

“These are to unlack the children in
South African jails te freedom,” said
the Hastings-on-Hudson sixth-grader.

Winn and 38 classmates deposited
hundreds of keys outside the South
African consulate Tuesdav afternoon a5
part of the nationat “on behalf of politi-
cal prisoners in 'Unlock Apartheid's
Jails Campaign.”

“Every one key shows that one per-
son cares,"” said Melissa Lee, one of the
Hastings students.

More than 30,000 people — a third
of them under the age of 19 — have
been imprisoned without charge in
South Africa duting the last one-and-a-
half years, according to the American
Committee on Africa, the non-profit
anti-apartheid group sponsoring the
campaign.

The MHastings students were the
targest single delegation to Tuesday’s
tally -— which was attended by about
150 people — and the only one from
Westchester. Spotlighted by the media,
the children were photogrephed,
Almed, and interviewed by at least a
4dozen cameramen and reporters.

“These children are having the ex-
perience of their lives,” spid Marcia
Rivkin, the Hastings teacher who orga-
nized the trip.

Rivkin met actor Rill Cosby — hon-
otary chairman of the “Unlock Apart.
heid" campalgn — two weeks ago at a
press conference. When she told her
students about the encounter and the
cawse, they clamored to take part,

The children — most of them 11-
year-olds — put up posters, collected
keys, and made presentations to other
Hastings students.

“Now that 1 know about (the South
African childeen in jail), I think about
them & lot,” said Sarah Whitney.

“I imagine myself being in jail now.
It’s horrible,” sald Virginia Skrelya.

“If you were taken away from your
family, how wonld you feel?™ asked
Lisbeth Whelan.

During the A5-minute bus ride to
Manhattan, many of the children said
they hoped to see Bill Cosby and other
rolebrities at the rafly. But when Tues-
day'’s guest speakers torped out to be
much Jess glamorous —New York City
Counsil President Andrew Stein and
Manhatlan Borough Presid David
Dinkins — the Hasti hildren were

Keya and posiers wars placed oviside the South African consulate Tussday.

Sarsh DeVita sald aferwards.
Approximately 30000 keys — do-
nated by schools, churches, sy
and labor unlens around the country —
were deposited under the blue police
barricade surrounding the consulate
entrance at 43th Street between First
ami Second Avenues.

] ki telanh

disappointed but not disheartened.
“It would have been mice if (Rill
Coshy) came, but we did a good cause,”

¥ alterwards,
Vice-Consul Duke Kent-Brown called
the protesters’ allegations *absolut

Ganivi/ikal

group’s figures, saying that just 60 —
hot 10,000 — South African childéen
are currently in Jall.

Kenl-Brown said the Hastings
sehool children were “innocently being

A1,

PROTEST —Hastings 6th graders Dena Rosen-
berg and Yukl Okeds take part in the “Unlock
Apartheid's Jalls Campaign’ sl the South Alvican
Conaulata In New Yark Tuesday. Sese Metro,

GannetlKnthy Kmonicek

duped into taking part in a d L
tion they know nothing about.”

, But student Dara Steinberg 4
sure of her convictions. “*“They
shonldn't be lecking the chjlm-elz,1 :ip

i r

nonsense.” The vice-cansul disputed the

just b they're d |
vights,” she sald.
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