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200 Health and Hospitals

It went further though to say that any “John Doe” or “Jane Doe” could be prevented
from entering the hospital. With helmeted riot police and plainclothes detectives around
to enforce this injunction, lacot has given himself the power to bar any member of the
community he wants from entering the hospital—he has created a police state where we
wanted to create a People’s Hospital.

On Thursday, September 4, the people of the South Bronx fought back and staged a
large rally outside Lincoln Hospital. Over 200 people heard speakers from the younag
LORDS PARTY, the Black Panther Party, HRUM, TLC, the Unity Movement, Women’s
Liberation, and Youth Against War and Fascism, pledge their support to continue the
struggle to return Lincoln Hospital to the people. The people at the rally demanded:

1) Reparations for the death of Carmen Rodriguez.

2) An end to the injunction and the denial of the people’s right to determine the kind
of health care they want and need.

3) A People’s Tribunal to put Lincoln Hospital on trial and make the people who run
this hospital answerable to the people they are supposed to be serving.

4) A general strike of workers.

Nobody but us is going to worry about our people and whether they live or die espe-
cially not people who live a million miles away and go home to clean, lily white com-
munities where they don't know what it is to sit hours in hot, dirty rooms waiting to be
treated. j.j. smith and the crew that run Lincoln Hospital neither understand nor care
what kind of health services we receive. They have made that clear by their practice,
everybody in the South Bronx knows that Lincoln Hospital is a butcher shop. So we
say it is in our power to remove these inefficient, uncaring dogs and replace them with
people who understand that their job is to serve the people and be accountable to them,
people who really understand that health care is a right, not a privilege!

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
SEIZE THE HOSPITALS—RETURN THEM TO THE PEOPLE!

Health Ministry
YOUNG LORDS PARTY

(From the newspaper Palante, 11 December 1970, volume 2, number 16)

For years Lincoln Hospital has been the scene of a continuing fight for better health
care. In March, 1969, a group of mental health workers with the help of the Black Panther
Party took over the Mental Health Center. In the summer of 1970, the Young Lords Party
along with the Health Revolutionary Unity Movement (HRuM) and the Think Lincoln
Committee took over the Nurses” Residence of the hospital. In the most recent action on
November 11, HRUM and the South Bronx Drug Coalition took over the sixth floor of the
Nurses’ Residence. This action was taken to: 1) Implement a drug program that would
serve the community effectively and be run by the community, 2) Provide an educational
program that would teach the true nature of our oppression and the connection between
capitalism, dope and genocide, and 3) Demonstrate the need for a drug program at Lin-
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coln since the South Bronx has a total of 40,000 drug addicts and Lincoln has facilities to
deal with at the most 40.

At noon on November 11th, about 35 addicts along with workers from the hospital and
community people sealed oft the sixth floor and began to implement the drug program.
Physicals were given by doctors that had volunteered their time. Beds were assigned, and
medicine was given out.

In the meantime, negotiations were going on in the office of the hospital administra-
tor, Lacot. Lacot took the typical anti-people position. His response to the valid com-
munity demands was “No program,” and he ordered the people out of the hospital. At
4:00 p.m. Lacot and about 40 helmeted police in riot gear came to the sixth floor (which
is only used as sleeping quarters for doctors on call) and ordered the people off the floor
or be arrested. When the police finally managed to get past the barricade, 15 people were
arrested. These people were put in jail because their interest was in saving the lives of
their people.

We have to understand that this action as well as all others was taken after people saw
a problem in the community, asked for help and were refused by the hospital. Not until
people take positive actions (which are sometimes called “illegal” by the real criminals)
does the administration attempt to do something. It has always been this way. This situ-
ation was no different. Not until the community and workers got together and took over
the sixth floor and were arrested did puppet Lacot (he is only the mouthpiece for the
hospital corporation that really controls Lincoln) attempt to throw a program together.
What happened in this program run by the hospital was that addicts weren’t getting
medicine, were going around sick, and had to go through a whole irrelevant run-around.
Finally the program was closed down because of mismanagement.

We must begin to ask questions about all the things that affect the lives of Puerto
Rican and Black people. Who can better determine what’s best for ourselves than us?
If this is the richest country in the world, why is it that this country is 13th in the world
in health care? Why is it that we have to live in housing that is not fit for animals? Why
do we have to be subjected to an inferior school system? Why is it that the jails are filled
with Puerto Rican and Black people? Is it that we are a criminal people? Or is it the con-
ditions that create the problems?

We must begin to realize that we live in a system that does not concern itself with the
lives of the majority of our people (who are poor), but rather only cares about how it can
obtain more wealth for a few money-hungry businessmen. This country can only exist
by exploiting and killing other people, mostly Third World people, like it’s doing in Viet-
nam, Puerto Rico and all other colonies inside and outside the united states.

We must begin to create struggle everywhere we go, not only in the hospitals but in all
institutions that control the lives of our people. We must make them more responsible to
our needs.

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE

Carl Pastor

Field Lieutenant
YOUNG LORDS PARTY
Lower East Side Branch
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