198 Health and Hospitals

Murder at Lincoln
(From the newspaper Palante, 31)uly 1970, volume 2, number 8)

Our people are being killed every day. The facts are cold and real. Drug addiction,
inadequate housing, and inferior medical services all contribute to the slow killing off of
our people. Another very specific way that genocide is being committed is through the
limiting of our population.

When drug companies came out with the million-dollar birth control pill, they tested
it in Puerto Rico. As a result of years of experiments and quack operations (tying of
tubes, cutting of tubes), one out of every three sisters of child bearing age on the island
is sterilized. Those sisters that they have not been able to sterilize are on pills, loops and
all sorts of jive methods to keep us from bearing warriors that will join the fight for our
liberation.

Just recently, on July 1, 1970, a new plan for the limitation of our population was
passed—the abortion law. Under this new method we are now supposed to be able to go
to any of the city butcher shops (the municipal hospitals) and receive an abortion. These
are the same hospitals that have been killing our people for years.

Already the first abortion death has occurred at Lincoln Hospital, butcher shop of the
South Bronx. Carmen Rodriguez, 31, went to Lincoln seeking an abortion. She suffered
from many of the diseases that afflict all oppressed people. She was at one time addicted
to drugs; she suffered from asthma, anemia, and a severe heart condition. With all these
health problems, she was sent to the operating room without her medical history chart
even being checked. She was injected with a medication for asthma; however the type
of medication used is the worst possible for a patient with a heart condition. But how
would they know? They never bothered to check her chart. The punk that was treat-
ing her was a student. Lincoln is “affiliated” with Einstein Medical school which assigns
inexperienced students to learn medicine by practicing on our people. He continued to
give her this medication until finally her heart stopped. Then, they proceeded to open
her chest up, but by then it was too late—her brain had been damaged. Carmen’s brain
stopped functioning on July 17. Although she was dead, the hospital tried covering it up
until July 20 when her heart muscle stopped beating. Doctors have recently decided that
death occurs when the brain stops.

This death was no accident. Carmen died because amerikkka is killing our people.

Carmen was forced to go for an abortion because under this capitalist system that
which is our right—food, clothing, and shelter—is kept from us. Instead we become the
drug addicts, the prostitutes, the ill, and the hungry. What choice does a sister have when
she is pregnant, thinking of providing for her child? Will he or she grow up to be a junkie
or maybe die in the wars created by amerikkkan greed and madness? We know there is
but one choice. Armed self-defense and armed struggle are the only means to liberation
(Point 12 of the YOUNG LORDS PARTY 13 Point Program).

We will continue to fight for our liberation. We will continue to serve and protect our
people in the hospitals, on the streets, everywhere. We know that the realities of oppres-
sion will continue to force our sisters to seek these abortions, and so we will continue to
educate that this genocide will only stop when we rise up against our oppressors.



