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104 ‘The Black Panthers Speak

It bothers white racists that people around the world love black
Americans but find it impossible to give a similar warm affection
to white Americans. The white racist knows that he is the Ugly
American and he wants the black American to be Ugly, too, in the
eyes of the world: misery loves company! When the people around
the world cry “Yankee, Go Homel!” they mean the white man, not
the black man who is a recently freed slave. The white man is
deliberately trying to make the people of the world turn against black
Americans, because he knows that the day is coming when black
Americans will need the help and support of their brothers, friends
and natural allies around the world. If through stupidity or by
following hand-picked leaders who are the servile agents of the power
structure, black Americans allow this strategy to succeed against
them, then when the time comes and they need this help and sup-
port from around the world, it will not be there. All of the inter-
national love, respect, and goodwill that black Americans now have
around the world will have dried up. They themselves will have
buried it in the mud of the rice paddies of Vietnam.

—The Black Panther, March 23, 1969

An Open Letter to Stokely Carmichael

Stokely Carmichael, Conakry, Guinea:

Your letter of resignation as the Prime Minister of the Black
Panther Party ¢ came, I think, about one year too late. As a matter
of fact, since the day of your appointment to that position—February
17, 1968—events have proven that you were not cut out for the job
in the first place. Even then it was clear that your position on
coalition with revolutionary white organizations was in conflict with
that of the Black Panther Party. But we thought that, in time, even
you would be able to shake the SNCC paranoia about white control
and get on with the business of building the type of revolutionary
machinery that we need in the United States in order to unite all the
revolutionary forces in the country to overthrow the system of
Capitalism, Imperialism and Racism.

I know these terms are kicked around like lifeless bodies and that
it is easy to allow the grisly realities behind them to become obscured
by too frequent repetition. But when you see the squalor in which
people live as a result of the policies of the exploiters, when you see




