During lulls in the fighting, the police radio was overheard
carrying complaints about the poor quality of refreshments.
Could these two men be the guilty parties?

It’s just another sample of the racism of the state to say that black people
need white experts to make petrol bombs. We were using any bottles we
could find (black polythene rubbish bags were ripped open to get bottles);
there were enough cars around to siphon off all the petrol. The first bombs
were used at Leeson Rd and the crowd cheered their appearance. I never
knew how easy it was to turn over cars, they go over so easy; the symbols of
consumerism only need a couple of people to go over and they burn so
well! It was like being high, we felt so powerful for the first time ever.

The police retreated to cheers and a rain of missiles. People started smashing
the windows of the pub and others went in and began breaking everything,
pulling out drinks for all of us! I've lived in Brixton most of my life and I
never saw anything like it before. Blacks and whites, rastas and punks, men
and women, young and old, gay and hets. Unity just isn’t a strong enough
word as we shared drinks and cigarettes, everyone patting each other on the
back smiling. It was like a street party, with no tension between us at all.
Words just can’t express that feeling, and in the distance the lines of police
watched. |

At about this time the looting started, the police just fell back and no one
was really trying to move forward. There was a lull in the fighting, and behind
our barricades was a free area, no leaders and no authority. The second

pub was smashed up and burned, and then the plumbers (who really disliked
the people in the area) and soon every shop was open target. For the first time
ever people took what they wanted without having to work like slaves to

get the cash or beg from the state. When the sweetshop was gotten into, those
who got inside were throwing things to those on the outside! A lot of the
negative things happened at about this time, but that was because we had
ceased to be on the offensive and people had started to get drunk. Also it
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§ was a good chance for people to get what they wanted for themselves and

forget about the rest. Most of these anti-social acts were on the periphery;
next time we should be ready to deal with these sorts of acts as a collective
mass as we did with the fighting. On the whole people acted together; before
g any buildings went up in flames, some of the crowd made sure that
no one was inside. If you believe the media, the rioters didn’t care. Someone
suggested putting a brick through the anarchist bookshop window; the rest
of the crowd said no (and not just the anarchists either).

BN ' Gradually the police began moving forward again and we fought hard but a

&' ! lot of us were getting really tired. It was dark and people were drifting away,
buildings collapsing around us. Its how I’d always imagined the blitz. The
police were moving closer yards at a time, they were armed with pick axe
handles and base ball bats, they kept banging their sticks on the floor to
raise the tension, they had their war cries and chants prepared (all the best
4 § psychological warfare techniques learned at school).When they charged they
were like animals grabbing hold of anyone and beating shit out of them.

The police violence was more vicious and painful than any of ours.
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On escaping from the immediate area I was surprised to see how far it had
spread. The people in the main riot had very litle idea of what was happen-
ing outside their immediate area; lack of communication is one fault we
mustn’t make again. The people I spoke to wanted to join in but were cut off
from the Railton Riot, but everyone was glad the police had received a beat-
ing even if only temporarily. Brixton was practically under siege, police

were everywhere and sporadic fighting was taking place. The police station
was ringed and they obviously felt vulnerable because they knew it would

be our next target. The police couldn’t let it go because it served as their
communications centre and because its their symbol of power over us.

The area had been cut off, trains and buses stopped so that reinforcements for
us couldn’t get there. Fires had been started and some of the main depart-
ment stores looted! The police tactic of isolating the riot only in the Front-
line had failed partially at least.

The first state/media reaction—to say the riot was a race riot—failed miser-

ably. It was so obvious that the riot was anti-police and anti-authoritarian;
when a priest asked for our demands the crowd asked that the police fuck
off and all prisoners released. But even these were not true demands because
a demand requires some level of negotiation which none of the rioters were
willing to engage in.

From the very beginning the police had said that the riot was pre-planned

but their theory is easily demolished. Firstly they say there were a lot of
people on the streets but what do you expect on a sunny Saturday. Secondly
they say white photographers were in leading positions,but those white photo-
graphers were mostly residents and in no way leaders or organisers. Thirdly
the police say petrol bombs had been prepared,but you need no skill to make
them and it doesn’t take long either. And lastly they say ‘white anarchists’
were in the crowd, but those white anarchists are part of the community,

we all live and some of us work in the area. I've lived in Brixton most of my
life.

When the race riot tactic failed,the police fell onto the theory of white
anarchists organising the riot. The state cannot admit that people are

sick and tired of the system and that they are capable of rising spontaneously
and successfully attacking the state and its representatives. The main lesson
of Brixton is that it can happen anywhere without the need of leaders or
organisers. Therefore the state must find scapegoats and invent leaders where
none exist. Anarchists are that scapegoat and the police decided we are all
terrorists and plotters. The reasons we are chosen must be because we made
no secret of our wish for another Bristol and we are known to be active in
the community and easily identified as well as the only politicos active in
the riots.

The state media brought on ‘international terrorists’ as stage props in a

well orchestrated bid to use us to explain away the hatred people feel for the
system. For a start this is inherently racist, the refusal to accept that black
people can act without white leaders. Secondly it gives the state special branch
a chance to get back at troublesome anarchists.
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When the raid on the flat in Coldharbour Lane happened it had the effect of
frightening us, as far as we knew it could be the start of an anti-anarchist
progrom. Thought of Persons Unknown etc. ran through my mind and it
made us all a lot more tense (which may be the whole point anyway). Its
certainly not over yet; the press has caught on to the name ‘anarchist’ with
parasitical glee and are harping on about international links (making us out to
be in touch with the spirit of Ulrike Meinhof practically).

After the riots, community leaders descended on Brixton like flies (the

press haven’t attacked them as outside agitators, because they serve the very
useful task of pacifying us). These self-apponted leaders have been loudly
apologising for the riot blaming bad housing and unemployment, asking for
more cash etc. But there can be no apologies for the riot, none. Unemploy-
ment and bad housing are contributory factors but discontent goes much
deeper than that. The riot can only be interpreted as the free expression of
anger and disgust at the whole farce. During the riot there were no demands
for jobs, we wanted everything then and there. It was a rejection of the system
of which bad housing and unemployment are parts.

The left have been attempting to colonise Brixton for a long time; practically
every Left group is active in the area in some way or another. Their calls for
revolution and action have been shown to be nothing but hot air. During the
riot the Leftists were nowhere to be seen; they had disappeared as soon as
the action began. They returned only when the police had cleared the streets.
Now every sect is claiming the riot as a victory but still making the usual
pathetic apologies. They too blame unemplyment, bad housing and racism.
But if racism is to blame why did the rioters attack pubs etc? Racism is a
factor but not the whole story. The left are no no doubt electing themselves
onto committees and looking for recruits, but I wonder how effective they will
be. The people in the area generally treat them with the contempt they
deserve.

As anarchists we must learn from the riots and be prepared for the next,

also we must not apolgise for the riots. This is probably the first riot of its
kind in this country where a large number of anarchists were involved. It’s

a danger and a mistake to claim the riots as anarchist, in the same way

the leftists claim it for themselves. Nevertheless the riot was anti-authoritarian
in character and spontaneous; those of us involved felt the thrill of liberation
even if only for a few hours and we also saw that the state is not invulnerable.

The struggle was limited in that we stayed in one area (the main riot in
Railton Road); this was due to a reluctance to give up territory already won,
though there was much talk of attacking the police station. If we had had
more reinforcements it might have been possible. The police did their best
to hem us in and to a certain extent their presence succeeded in discouraging
any more advance. The next time we should make concerted attempts to a
advance; the only way to do this is by our own example. I'm sure that if we
had managed to get into other areas people would have joined us.
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Better communication would also be a step forward; those of us in Railton
Road had very little idea of what was happening in the rest of Briston and
vice versa. A press black-out would also be a possibility next time,so a feasible
communication system as in Europe is a must if such riots are to spread. The
majority of police in London were probably in Brixton on Saturday night,

so actions in other parts of the city would have been appropriate.

Even during the riot some priests and social workers made attempts to mediate
but we did not want any negotiations; as soon as negotiation begin the battle
is lost. All attempts at negotiation should be resisted vigorously. If we want
prisoners released we shoudn’t beg for them but either get them ourselves
(anti-snatch squads?) or capture prisoners ourselves if possible. U

As anarchists we do not need to beg the state for crumbs but take what is right-
fully ours. The policy of direct action was put into practice on Saturday,

and it was a celebration of our power over our own lives. Next time we should
use the experience of Brixton ’81 in an attempt to further the struggle,

to spread the action to new areas, to adapt new tactics and still keep our aims

in mind.

All this was written as a purely personal response to the Brixton Riots, events
which have not yet finished and will no doubt be talked about for a long
time. This article only represents the beginning, we are all still learning from
the experience.

1. The attitude of the left press has shown only a slight difference to that of
the state press. They have gone overboard in apologising and excusing
our actions whilst presenting a package deal of community leaders with
answers to the ‘problems’ in the way of begging the government for money.
They have gone ahead and printed photographs of rioters engaged in
action which the police can use for identification and victimisation (it
is said police are using these photos as evidence already). Yet there are no
such photos of police attacking us.

2. The police were obviously ready for something on Saturday; their numbers
suggest this, some had taken off their I.D. numbers in readiness. But they
were not prepared for the militiancy and size of our attack. Rumours
about the army were going round on Saturday night, but we can be certain
that the army were made ready and trucks were seen in Kennington ready
to reach Brixton. It is also said that the SAS were prepared to move into the
area at the first sign of guns from the rioters. We also know that a navy liaison
officer was called into Brixton police station with a quanitity of CS gas.
Rumours among the police were that two of their number had been burnt to
death, this was guaranteed to cause greater tension on their side.
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3. What is suprising is that in the circumstances no one spoke about Belfast,
and only Bristol was mentioned. The riots are presented as purely due to
local conditions and circumstances but it is truer to say that the same
conditions exist in other places, all over Britain and beyond. The hatred

" most people feel exists from Belfast to Berlin, anywhere where authority
shows itself. It is very important that we stress this fact and the
belief in our power as individuals to confront the system is applicable

everywhere. People are saying ‘where next’, anarchists should be saying
and hoping ‘here next’.

4. Unity and co-operation were unspoken principles; everyone helped build
barricades, no one was ordered to.help. No one was pressured into fighting
or looting. Middle-aged white women celebrated beside teenage rastas and
white punks (this is a feature which was reported in other riots but which I
never quite accepted until I saw it for myself). Whenever people felt that

more ammunition was needed,groups of people would collect bottles
or crates full of bricks for everyone to use.

5. The reformist Left have always stated that rebellion cannot happen, that
people do not need to resort to violence. The fallacy of that argument is
obvious to most people. On the other hand the argument of the so-called
‘revolutionary’ left that action is not possible unless led by the vanguard
party is not so easy to discredit. But the events of Brixton as well as Bristol
and across Europe prove that the only successful riots are not led and that
leftists and their vanguard parties play no part at all. No doubt while we

fought in Railton Rd,the left were selling their papers or attending meeting
meetings or conferences.
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FROM OFFENCE TO DEFENCE TO .. 7

‘In the refusal to combat these roles there subsists the fact of the global accept-
ance of alienated society. Those who claim to be revolutionaries say they want

to change the world and their own lives. But in reality these individuals hope

that they will be changed by a revolution. Thus they remain passive individuals,
ready to adapt themselves, if they have to, but who fundamentally fear all change.’

—Jeanne Charles, ‘Arms and the Woman’?!

Looking back, it is now apparent that what was absent from last year’s struggles
was the development of organisational forms which fully corresponded with the
new practices made explicit at the height of the fighting. Certainly there were
organisations—the defence committees—but subsequent events have revealed that
none of these encouraged the development of the new relations already created.
Of course they solidly did the work of obtaining speedy legal assistance for those
arrested, issuing information and acting as rallying points,etc. However, by and
large they applied stale orthodox models of resistance to the fresh tasks confront-
ing metropolitan proletarians when such models had, to a certain extent, become
already superseded by the very events upon which the organisations based them-
selves.

For what had started out in April as an attack on racist policing developed into
an attack on policing as such, on commodity exchange as such and, by implica-
tion, on the whole process of production and consumption in capitalist society.
Also, the mode of the attack was itself a living critique of the usual mediations by
which political parties and trade unions contain and regulate class struggle. Further,
it enabled us to break through the usual roles and half-rotted ideologies and, for a
brief but ecstatic moment, to transform social relations. Such transformations—
which remain at the heart of the communist project and which, within the limits
of time and space of Brixton that weekend, became a form of mass practice—
needed a broad-based and flexible form of organisation in which to bloom. (For
example, in times of social upheaval this form has very often been that of general
assemblies or councils, soviets.2) But the organisational forms which arose in
Brixton did so on the basis of only partial critiques, only limited visions, seeking
to defend those arrested without having to delegitimise the state which was crimi-
nalising them in the first place.

Undoubtedly the defence committees’ criticisms of the racist state were expressed
more forcefully than previously, but this was largely a difference of degree and did
not mark a qualitative shift in oppositional critique or practice. (For example, they
might have identified the ways in which the uprising went beyond an attack on
racist policing methods, so as to incorporate the knowledge gained into their
defence strategies.) Their limitations suggest that, of all the proletarian layers
which participated in the fighting, none had a thoroughgoing awareness of the sig-
nificant changes which had taken place in the composition of the proletarian
groupings themselves. So when those of us who took to the streets concretised the
latent and embryonic aspects of ourselves shaped by this recomposition of social
relations, we were unable to grasp and develop that process collectively. Overtaken
by the enormity and rapidity of events, we nevertheless were inspired by the forces
unleashed to create practices of struggle in which we found ourselves confronting
the now-realised aspects of ourselves. Yet, as in a dream, we did not fully recognise
ourselves. Therefore, we fell back upon analyses and their corresponding forms of
organisation which our very own actions had rendered obsolete. This is under-
standable insofar as consciousness often lags behind events, especially events of
such qualitative rupture.
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But what were these ‘new aspects’? In short, the practical unity of black and
white proletarians forged in action against both the state and the reign of com-
modities. There were no cries of ‘black and white unite and fight’ as we were too
busy doing exactly that to bother with such sloganising. Moreover, we were not
just ‘fighting the state’ but were transforming social relations, making real the
communistic project by realising the communistic potential of ourselves, albeit
briefly. At that point in the process, the struggle went beyond a physical con-
frontation with racist policing by (mainly) black youth, even if that had been the
detonator and main component of the struggle. However, that step beyond was
not reflected in the committees which reproduced fragmented and partial analyses.
The temporarily visible, concrete relations receded from consciousness, back into
invisibility. After one step forward on the streets, two steps backwards were taken
in the committee rooms.

‘The tradition of all the dead generations weighs like a nightmare on the brain of
the living. And just when they seem engaged in revolutionising themselves and
things, in creating something which has never yet existed, precisely in such periods
of revolutionary crisis they anxiously conjure up the spirits of the past to their
service and borrow from them names, battle cries and costumes in order to present
the new scene of world history in this time-honoured disguise and this borrowed
language.’

—Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte 3

It was at the point when the decisive actions on the streets had broken down many
(though not all) of the ideological barriers that keep black and white proletarians
in close but different orbits that the whole spectrum of political activists stepped in
with their ‘traditional’ analyses. In the heat, speed and confusion of the moment,
the regressive aspects of their intervention went un-noticed and prevailed by default.

The first ‘spirit’ that was ‘conjured up’ was the division on colour lines. The
quickly-formed Brixton Defence Campaign (BDC) was open only to blacks. While
that restriction could be seen as an attempt to curtail the influence of the (predomi-
nantly white) party-builders and to exclude possible police agents, its immediate
social effect was to divide the streetfighters. Furthermore, the BDC itself immedi-
ately divided on class lines between the street youth and the older professionals &
politicians on the platform. These differences resulted in one faction of the ‘leader-
ship’ cancelling the public rally called for the following weekend—fearing, no doubt,
to lose control of the situation to the streetfighters eagerly anticipating the rally.
Falling on an Easter weekend, the rally would have ensured broader participation
by local people and also supporters from elsewhere, thereby providing an oppor-
tunity to extend the struggle and overcome Brixton’s isolation. As it happened,
that weekend—just a few days after the uprising—passed in silence. (The BDC
opened itself up to white participants shortly afterwards, but only temporarily.)

These initial divisions by colour and geography from within the proletariat had
a ‘domino effect’ as they strengthened—not weakened—the left groups, who now
had a fragmented and confused mass to pick over and recruit. Soon there were no
less than five defence groups/committees: The BDC included most black people.
The Brixton Legal Defence Committee (BLDC), although formed essentially to
cover court cases, reflected the involvement of leftist professionals/politicians,
mainly Labourites. The Labour Committee for the Defence of Brixton came from
the Militant Tendency of the Labour Party. South London Workers Against Racism
(SOLWAR) was the local branch of the Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP) in
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another form. Lastly, People Against Police Occupation (PAPO), by far the small-
est group, consisted of socialist-feminists, radical gays and libertarians.

The BDC saw the uprising only as a black issue. While it is clearly undeniable
that it was police racism which sparked the uprising, and that this was but one
more example of the manifold attacks made on black people—economic, legal,
social, physical,etc.—it should also be clear that the surge of (mainly black) prolet-
arian anger in response went far beyond the initial objective of attacking racist
police. The BDC’s attempt to contain the struggle within a solely ‘black people vs.
the racist state’ framework turned out to complement the state’s own strategy of
delegitimising any protest outside the scope of a narrowly defined ‘racial discrimin-
ation’. It is precisely within such terms that the state, especially its would-be
reformers, have attempted to contain the struggle.

Another problem with the BDC’s approach was that it did not take account of
differences within ‘the’ black community. As soon as the BDC was formed, the
class differences surfaced and persisted as the campaign developed. An explicit
proletarian standpoint from the start (which would have included the vast majority
of black people anyway) could have avoided the confusion surrounding such issues
as the collaboration with Lord Scarman by certain petty-bourgeois black groups
and the collaboration with the police by such ‘community leaders’ as Courtnay
Laws and Ivan Madray. Also, in order to advance the struggle on the ground,
perhaps more faith could have been put in mobilising black proletarians in Brixton
than in lobbying Caribbean diplomats.

Of course the BDC, as the biggest of the defence groups, helped the most defend-
ants, and its limitations in no way detract from that achievement. Also, these
criticisms should not been seen as a criticism of black autonomy. The ‘multi-racial’
developments of the uprising did not challenge the basis of black autonomy; on the
contrary, they reaffirmed the need for autonomous organising by everyone. How-
ever, we need to re-think the ambiguity between autonomy and separatism, so that
autonomous organisation strengthens everyone’s autonomy from the state rather
than facilitating the state’s containment strategies. Perhaps future developments
will bring some practical clarification to this delicate area.

What of the other defence groups?

The Brixton Legal Defence Committee made interventions only on the legal level.
The most notable was the attempt to halt the Scarman Inquiry on the grounds that
the proceedings endangered defendants in certain court cases. As there was no
chance that the legal establishment would stop Scarman from performing his liberal
exhibitionism, the Committee’s attempt failed.

The Militant Tendency, wearing the ‘costume’ of the Labour Committee for the
Defence of Brixton. used the ‘borrowed language’ familiar to most of us by now.
According to them, the uprising was due to the policies of Thatcherism and ‘uncon-
trolled’ policing; therefore, more public expenditure on social welfare programmes,
the disbandment of the Special Patrol Group (SPG) and police ‘accountability’
would somehow keep the lid on. This committee, too, assisted defendants financially.
Also, it was the only committee willing to sink ideological differences by offering at
least some assistance to the arrested anarchist Patrizia Giambi—so far the sole explic-
itly ‘political’ case to result in conviction from the uprising.

SOLWAR applied to the situation a class analysis containing a critique of racism
(both in the state and in the labour movement). They called for resistance to the
police raids which happened after the fighting, with the resistance to be carried out
by ‘militia’ similar to their anti-fascist squads in East London, but that proposal was
not implemented. SOLWAR also helped defendants financially and—with the slogan
‘Police in the Dock’—assisted some black families to prosecute police for assault.
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Like the proposal to resist police raids, this was another attempt to take the struggle
onto the offensive against the police.

PAPO was the most ad hoc of all the groups, as it existed only for as long as did the
heavy police presence. It consisted mainly of friends and acquaintances who were
excluded from the BDC and averse to the party-based defence groups. They sought
to represent no one but themselves and felt no pressure to ‘represent’ anyone else,
being a small group. Like SOLWAR, they too sought to direct the struggle against
the police but, being so small, could do little more than organise a picket of the
police station which succeeded in drawing 150 people.

Even this brief look at the approaches of the defence committees&groups gives us
a glimpse of the potential which a general assembly could have had, especially one
which recognised the historically new aspects of the uprising. But what we had
instead was a proliferation of groups which precluded open political debate about
the nature of the uprising and the formation of a collective strategy. These divisions
reflected not only the divergences on the local political scene but also an (unconscious)
acceptance of the state’s divide-and-rule tactics.

In the uprising the state’s tactics were made explicit in the ravings of Commissioner
McNee (and in July in those of Kenneth Oxford and James Anderton), who attributed
the uprising to ‘black hooligans’(common criminals) and to ‘white anarchist agitators’
(political criminals). That political line was followed through into the courtroom
and can be seen in the more or less straightforward criminalisation of black youth

and the more overtly political criminalisation of, for example, the anarchists Patrizia
Giambi in Brixton and Simon Los in Nottingham.# Of course, the state is trying to
have it both ways with the Bradford 12 conspiracy charges, which themselves reflect
the state’s growing fear of organised black proletarians.

The most negative effects of the insurgents’ fragmentation were the competition
between defence groups and the attempts by some of them to appropriate the struggle
as their own. An example: When the Scarman Inquiry opened at Lambeth Town
Hall, the BDC called for a picket. This call was supported by all the other defence
groups. However, SOLWAR brought along their own banner and, when asked by
BDC stewards to take it down, refused. This refusal was heavily criticised by the

other pickets and was seen as RCP vanguardism. But it can be seen another way—
as the BDC attempting to limit the struggle and subordinate other initiatives, such
confusion was due to the lack of prior debate. The lack of open political debate
meant that, whatever differences in political approach did exist (and such differences
are always bound to exist), they got expressed in terms of crude competition. Thus
it appeared that such competitive divisions were consciously desired, or at least self-
perpetuating, rather than resulting from everyone’s earlier failure to come together
for mutual clarification and collective decision-making. In effect, then, the BDC—
which was seen as the ‘authoritative’ defence group—became the superior arbiter and
sole source of legitimacy for initiatives. (Hence the absence of the BDC as the BDC
from the PAPO picket of the police station.)

A second example: It became impossible to discern the pattern of, much less to
resist collectively, the police raids which continued for months after April, largely
because there was no common reference point for information about them. The
information which was gathered was not made freely available. During the raids in
June, people seemed gripped by a sense of powerlessness which in turn heightened
the feeling of fragmentation and isolation. So, when there was street fighting again
in July, it was not simply the fact of the police being better armed (than in April)
which enabled them to clear the streets so easily. The events in July were an example
of one way in which the proliferation of defence groups had compounded the decline
of the April solidarity.
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It is worth dwelling further on the differences between the July fighting and that
in April. The main difference was that in April the police were taken by surprise.
That gave streetfighters the time and space in which to gather for large-scale con-
frontations, which became the material basis for the unity. By contrast, in July
there were uprisings taking place throughout the country but the police everywhere
were better prepared—with riot helmets, short&light shields for extra mobility, the
possible backing of water cannon and CS gas (used in Liverpool) and the political
instruction to ‘go on the offensive’. In Brixton their chief tactic was mobile squads
racing around attacking any semblance of group formations. That tactic kept those
of us on the street running around in circles and.prevented any large-scale gathering.
Hit-and-run tactics were the only feasible form of resistance. (These have been used
in St. Paul’s and Toxteth in early 1982.) There was little scope for united collective
action like that of April. And now that police riot squads have been formed in all
the large Metropolitan Police divisions with the back-up of gas and water cannon,®
the tactics of ‘isolate and disperse’ will again undoubtedly be the order of the day
should there be any more streetfighting. Should this prove to be the case and
should they succeed, then it may be even more difficult to recover the ground lost
since April.

But, to return to the proliferation of defence groups—how did this come about?

¢....the need to formalise appropriate levels of the organisational process and speed
it up is demonstrated by the spread inside the movement of behaviour which, in
substance, denies the class the possibility of self-organisation and shows a serious
process of decomposition.... This process [of decomposition] comes, on the one
hand, from the attitude which makes people accept their marginalisation once they
become aware of it.’

—Autonomia Operaia, ‘Movement for Workers’ Autonomy’®

Of all the social changes of the 1970s, one of the most significant was the growth of
black people as an organised force. Black groups organised themselves around oppos-
ing the many attacks from the state and racist groups.” A combination of the two—
the Nationality Bill and the New Cross Massacre—meant that, at the time that the
police implemented their ‘Operation Swamp ‘81°, black people were on a combative
footing and in no mood to tolerate yet more provocations. But this process goes
back to the period immediately after World War II and is connected with other
relevant historical developments.

The changing needs for new types of labour power by post-war capital gave rise to
two trends. Black people were invited over here as a source of cheap unorganised
labour at a time of a shortage.®8 Also, with the decline of traditional industries (coal,
steel, ship-building and so on) and the growth of service and light industries, women—
another source of cheap, unorganised labour—became a larger part of the labour
force and structurally more integrated into it.? Both groups also received a large
impetus from the liberation movements of the late 1960s—the Black Power Move-
ment and the Women’s Liberation Movement.

Linked with oppositional developments of the late 1960s was the growth of a whole
range of revolutionary groupings, from Trotskyists through to anarchists. Also, since
the mid-1970s there has been a growing reserve army of young people, black and
white, excluded from the labour process. Unlike the reserve army of the 1930s,
however, there is a tendency to turn its exclusion into a rejection of normal ‘success’
models. Many of these people feel themselves to have little stake in reforming capital-
ism and have proven themselves willing to defend physically any encroachment upon
their ‘non-work oriented’ subcultures.



All this reflects changes in the composition and self-perception of the working
class. Such changes are inevitable given that classes are not fixed groups but social
processes. For example, the large expansion of office jobs has ‘bourgeoisified’
traditionally working class people and has ‘proletarianised’ traditionally middle
class people. The expansion of higher education has given some of the working
class a passport into the middle class. Black people (especially first-generation
immigrants) have been doing menial jobs while a certain portion of the white
working class becomes upwardly mobile. The welfare state—designed to indivi-
dualise class conflict and isolate people—has been nevertheless used by refusers
of wage-labour to gain time and space in which to move outside the wage-slave
cycle and develop their opposition through new practices. And so on.

What all the above-mentioned groups have in common is that they organise and
express themselves outside of the usual channels of political parties and trade
unions (even if the organised left tends to channel people back in again). To a
greater or lesser extent they are all marginalised politically, socially or economi-
cally—and, in the case of most women and blacks, in all three spheres. This is
due mainly to objective conditions, some of which—for example, the structured
individualisation of officially ‘unemployed’ people—were challenged by last year’s
uprisings.

But the forces at work are not only objective. In such a world, people who are
antagonistic to the norms are only too pleased to find like-minded people. Such
groups become the reference points for identity, safety and support. Gradually,
people come to accept their marginalisation, and this ‘self-ghettoisation’ cuts off
people from other oppositional groups, and not merely on ‘ideological’ grounds.
That is, there is a certain degree of (unconscious) complicity with the tactics of
divide-and-rule. Friction occurs among groups as each either explicitly or implicitly
claims to hold the key to real social transformation, to be the subject of history.
(Isolation and vanguardism are often mutually inclusive.)

So, despite changes in social relations that had taken place in the streetfighting,
when the task of organising presented itself there was an in-built tendency for
people to revert ‘automatically’ to the roles they knew best, thus reproducing the
old divisions. However,

‘Since the Leninist model assumes a vanguard expressing the total class interest,

it bears no relation to the reality we have been describing, where no one section

of the class can express the experience and interest and pursue the struggle for

any other section. The formal organisational expression of a general class stra-

tegy does not yet anywhere exist.’10
Since those words were written almost a decade ago, this problem has become
even more pressing. Yet one major attempt elsewhere at its resolution—the
‘Beyond the Fragments’ conferences—is doomed to failure. ‘Beyond the Frag-
ments’ failed not just because it attempted to create unity only on an ideological
level, but also because it sought to ‘breathe life into some Frankenstein monster
constructed of the decaying remains of the political movements of the last two
decades’.’? That is, it failed to recognise what is new in the general proletarian
refusals of this society and especially the role of the left in domesticating such
refusals. What is needed most is an attempt at unity on a practical and continuous
basis, a basis which recognises the new and breaks through old ideological barriers.
(Last year’s uprisings could well provide the beginnings of such a basis.)

But these are not the sole reasons for the proliferation of defence groups and
partial analyses. The spontaneous nature and the scope of the actions took most
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people by surprise. Before events and their potential could be fully grasped, the

moment had passed, the state had regained control of the streets, and the resulting
‘vacuum’ favoured the people with worked-out analyses and organisational models—
almost any analyses and models. As the focal point of the struggle shifted from
the streets to the committee rooms, it became blurred and less intense through
that process. And here is a perennial problem of periods of social rupture—the
division between ‘fighters’ and ‘organisers’—which can be seen as the ‘division of
revolutionary labour’. We must constantly identify and challenge such division.
However, it is not enough to challenge it formally, because it persists by default,
from our failure to articulate the historically new needs expressed in insurrection-
ary practice yet still lacking the new language required to counterpose those needs
to the old ‘socialist’ models.

For all those reasons, the earlier suggestion of ‘general assemblies’ is not without
problems. The main difficulties to be surmounted would be: the different histories
of the various members, the different levels of commitment, the different goals
desired, the fear and mistrust among member groups, and now the more dispersed
‘guerilla’ tactics required to counter a better-equipped police force. Yet we need
to tackle these problems—now —if we are to cease reaffirming our ‘marginalised’
misery and instead advance ourselves as a class, to advance from defence yet again
to offence.

—M. Brique
March 1982

Notes

1. Anarchist Review no.3 (1977), available @£2 from Cienfuegos Press, Over-the-
Water, Sanday, Orkney.
2. Oskar Anweiler, The Soviets, Pantheon, 1974, Chapter 1.
3. Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte(1852).
4. For the charge of ‘threatening behaviour’, Patricia Giambi was sent to prison
for a month and almost deported. In her appeal against the court’s recommendation
for deportation, it became even more obvious that the police wanted to see her
deported because she was an anarchist, whose deportation would provide prima
facie ‘evidence’ for their conspiracy theory of the riots.

In Nottingham, Simon Los was sent to prison for 3 years for ‘inciting to riot’,
i.e. putting anarchist leaflets into people’s mailboxes.
5. The Guardian, 18 February 1982.
6. The Ripening of Time no.12 (1979), available @50p from Revolutionary Struggle,
PO Box 1103, 29 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1.
7. See A. Sivanandan, ‘From Resistance to Rebellion’, in Race and Class, Autumn/
Winter 1981, available @£1 from the Institute of Race Relations, 247 Pentonville
Road, London N1. See also the series in Race Today by Darcus Howe, ‘Bobby to
Babylon’, soon to be published as a separate pamphlet, available from 165 Railton
Road, London SE24.

8. For a concise account, see A. Sivanandan, ‘Race, Class and the State: The Black
Experience in Britain’, Race and Class pamphlet no.1.

9. For a concise account of this, see Irene Bruegel, ‘Women as a Reserve Army of
Labour’, in Feminist Review no.3, available from 65 Manor Road, London N16.
10. Selma James, ‘Sex, Race and Class’, Falling Wall Press/Race Today, 1975,
available from Falling Wall Press, 79 Richmond Road, Montpelier, Bristol.
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c/o 121 Railton Road, London SE24.
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APPENDIX: THE CASE OF PATRICIA GIAMBI

To be deported for possession of anarchist literature

We want to bring to your attention the case of Patricia Giambi, which arises out
of the events which took place in Brixton on April 11th. Her story began, like
many others, on Saturday April 11th, when she was caught up in a police charge
near her Brixton home and charged with having an offensive weapon and of using
threatening behaviour and words. Here again her situation was similar to hundreds
of others, police accusations resting on contradictory elements of identification

in what was a crowd situation in a narrow unlit street.

It did not take police long to single her out for special treatment, however, when
they discovered that she was living in the same house as someone on whom they

had a political file and who was also arrested that evening. From that moment on,
there has been a deliberate and unconcealed attempt to single out these two women
and frame them in the role of outside agitators in an event which has been widely
recognised as a popular uprising against survival conditions and police provocation.
The role attributed to Patricia, prompted by her Italian nationality, is that of the
imperative ‘foreign link’—an Italian one to boot—where police, through the organs
of the daily press, have made repeated references and innuendos to the Red Brigades,
international terror links and so on.

As an EEC citizen, she left her local government post for a year, using her full
rights of mobility as laid down in the Treaty of Rome, to find employment here
and to study the English language. Language difficulties and ever-increasing un-
employment made it difficult for her to find work, but she was eventually engaged
as a cleaner in a local hospital, where she worked six mornings a week. She has
also gained an intermediate English certificate at Westminster College, which she
has attended since January.

Over the past few months, since her arrest in April, she has appeared in court on
numerous occasions and while on bail was granted her passport to go to Italy to
visit her sick father. She returned early in September to face trial and now finds
herself serving a sentence of 28 days in Holloway Prison and on completion faces
deportation. This is as a result of being found guilty of threatening behaviour
under Section 5 of the Public Order Act.

Upon conviction police presented the magistrate with an album of enlarged colour
prints of the study of the flat where Patricia was living. The photos had been taken
during a raid following her arrest and showed bookshelves containing, among others,
books dealing with anarchist theory and history which are freely available in libraries
and bookshops. These, plus a photograph of a poster in the same room with the
slogan (in Italian) Bread, love and struggle were taken as being conclusive evidence
that she was a national security risk, so justifying the deportation order. Patricia
made no attempt to conceal her interest in anarchism which, as far as she knew, was
not illegal in this country.
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When the deportation order was contested by her barrister, lan McDonald, police
overtly reinterpreted EEC law by saying that she was not a bona fide worker (an
expression which does not appear in the act) or student, and therefore could benefit
from no rights. She has been working for over four months and studying at West-
minster College in the evenings. She was also at one time part of a libertarian book
collecive and worked voluntarily one afternoon per week. This was distorted by
police and presented as further evidence as to why she should be deported.

She is appealing against her sentence and in the meantime we feel her case should
be brought to the widest public attention, as it sets an ominous precedent.

—Friends of Patricia Giambi
September 1981

“‘Anarchy’ clue to

SPECIAL Bramh:deteo,‘v rio.ts in
Terror plan = Brixton

bhehind

the Brixtond
L——riot——

Sunday Express Reporter popular misconception
of typical anarchist

G ssarmen’

News of the World 26 April 1981

Yard hunt suspects in

By CHARLES SANDELL

SCOTLAND Yard is still
trying to find out whether
the Brixton riots were
organised by extremist
groups.

Five men and two women
seen by police at the height
of the trouble have been
identified as having links
with international terror-
ists,

But there is no proof
that they provoked the
riots or supplied Molotov
cocktails to hurl at police.

Yard chief Sir David
McNee has appointed Com-
mander Michael Richards,
head of the Anti-Terrorist
Squad, to investigate the

riot probe

possibility of outside
influences.

Both Left and Right-
wing extremists had been
active in the Brixton area.

The two women suspects
were living in a squat
where political documents
and pamphlets were found.

Police have failed to
jocate the five men they
want to interview,

They believe they could
have slipped out of Britain
during recent disruption
at airports, caused by
striking civil servants.



Postscript to the leaflet:

After she went back into prison upon being sentenced on September 17,
rriends of Patricia Giambi distributed the above leaflet (among others) to
organise a support campaign for her appeal against the Magistrate Court’s
recommendation that the Home Office deport her. Finally on October 15
<he won her appeal at the Inner London Crown Court. Thus her case did
not go to the next step, where the Home Office would have decided
whether to accept the Magistrate Court’s original recommendation that

she be deported.
Despite that victory, we should not forget the precedents set by this case for

criminalisation of revolutionaries, in particular:

1) Of all the EEC nationals who were arrested on similar charges in the Brixton
uprisings, Patricia Giambi was the only one who received a recommendation for
deportation in addition to a prison sentence. Obviously, then, that overtly -
political treatment was due not to the criminal charge as such but to her choice
of housemate. It’s not what you've done but who you are, how you live.

2) The courts’ refusal to grant bail meant that there was l1ttle point in pursuing
an appeal against the prison sentence, as Patricia completed the 28 days before
the date of her appeal anyway. The prosecution arguments against bail were
that she might abscond and that ‘there is evidence to show she is an anarchist’.
3) Even though she completed the 28 days before her appeal date, she wasn’t
permitted to leave the prison until she won the appeal-—apparently on grounds
that she might evade an eventual deportation order. Since it is common prac-
tice for the British state to imprison potential deportees only after they have
received a deportation order, the judicial system was treating Patricia as if the
Home Office had already decxded to deport her—indeed, almost as if her appeal
could not succeed. Thus her additional imprisonment served in effect to con-
firm the police theory that she was a politically dangerous person.

4) When the magistrate at the appeal hearing incredulously challenged the
‘respondant’ (the prosecution) to prove their suggestion that Patricia was part
of a dangerous anarchist conspiracy, the police declined to make their accusa-
tion any more specific but instead went as far as to argue that she should be
deported as an ‘undesirable’ because of her association with other people who
are themselves ‘undesirable’. (Unfortur..tely for the police, most of her Lon-
don friends hold British citizenship and so cannot themselves be deported.)

Although the courts ultimately did not accept the wilder police innuendo
about Patricia having organised the riots, this was partly because of the sup-
port campaign, which had to counter not only the police but also the mass
media. (See for example the Daily Mail 17 October 1981, in which a journal-
ist enthusiastically promotes the police arguments—quoted in full—as to why
Patricia should have been deported.) Furthermore, the police succeeded in
setting the terms of reference: on the key issues of bail and deportation,
they forced the defence case to refute grave criminal accusaticns (e.g. organi-
sing riots), yet without the police having to mount a normal prosecution
case on such charges. So the entire affair, especially Patricia’s imprisonment
\xl/'h;!c awaiting the appeal hearing, served to lend credence to the conspiracy
theory of the uprising, even in the absence of any concrete evidence. Instead
the police pressed forward their case entirely on the basis of Patricia’s life,
particularly her ‘associations’. Perhaps the British police are following the
lead f)f developments in Italy, where the state (especially the Italian Com-
munist }’drty) is putting away thousands of revoluticnaries into prison on
Charges of ‘subversive association’—for which they can be kept imprisoned
for up to 12 years without trial.



