
Monkeywrenching is nonviolent

Monkeywrenching is nonviolent resistance to the destruction of natural diversity and wilderness. It is
never directed against human beings or other forms of life. It is aimed at inanimate machines and
tools that are destroying life. Care is always taken to minimize any possible threat to people,
including the monkeywrenchers themselves.

Monkeywrenching is not organized

There should be no central direction or organization to monkeywrenching. Any type of network would
invite infiltration, agents provocateurs, and repression. It is truly individual action. Because of this,
communication among monkeywrenchers is difficult and dangerous. Anonymous discussion through
this book and its future editions seems to be the safest avenue of communication to refine
techniques, security procedures, and strategy.

Monkeywrenching is individual

Monkeywrenching is done by individuals or very small groups of people who have known each other
for years. Trust and a good working relationship are essential in such groups. The more people
involved, the greater the dangers of infiltration or a loose mouth. Monkeywrenchers avoid working
with people they haven’t known for a long time, those who can’t keep their mouths closed, and those
with grandiose or violent ideas (they may be police agents or dangerous crackpots).

Monkeywrenching is targeted

Ecodefenders pick their targets. Mindless, erratic vandalism is counterproductive as well as
unethical. Monkeywrenchers know that they do not stop a specific logging sale by destroying any
piece of logging equipment, they come across. They make sure it belongs to the real culprit. They
ask themselves what is the most vulnerable point of a wilderness-destroying project, and strike
there. Senseless vandalism leads to loss of popular sympathy.

Monkeywrenching is timely

There are proper times and places for monkeywrenching. There are also times when
monkeywrenching may be counterproductive. Monkeywrenchers generally should not act when
there is a nonviolent civil disobedience action — e.g., a blockade-taking place against the opposed
project. Monkeywrenching may cloud the issue of direct action, and the blockaders could be blamed
for the ecotage and be put in danger from the work crew or police. Blockades and monkeywrenching
usually do not mix. Monkeywrenching may also not be appropriate when delicate political
negotiations are taking place for the protection of a certain area. There are, of course, exceptions to
this rule. The Earth warrior always asks, Will monkeywrenching help or hinder the protection of this
place?

Monkeywrenching is dispersed

Monkeywrenching is a widespread movement across the United States. Government agencies and
wilderness despoilers from Maine to Hawaii know that their destruction of natural diversity may be
resisted. Nationwide monkeywrenching will hasten overall industrial retreat from wild areas.

Monkeywrenching is diverse



All kinds of people, in all kinds of situations, can be monkeywrenchers. Some pick a large area of
wild country, declare it wilderness in their own minds, and resist any intrusion into it. Others
specialize against logging or ORVs in a variety of areas. Certain monkeywrenchers may target a
specific project, such as a giant powerline, a road under construction, or an oil operation. Some
operate in their backyards, while others lie low at home and plan their ecotage a thousand miles
away. Some are loners, and others operate in small groups. Even Republicans monkeywrench.

Monkeywrenching is fun

Although it is serious and potentially dangerous, monkeywrenching is also fun. There is a rush of
excitement, a sense of accomplishment, and unparalleled camaraderie from creeping about in the
night resisting those “alien forces from Houston, Tokyo, Washington, DC, and the Pentagon.” As Ed
Abbey said, “Enjoy, shipmates, enjoy.”

Monkeywrenching is not revolutionary

Monkeywrenchers do not aim to overthrow any social, political, or economic system.
Monkeywrenching is merely nonviolent self-defense of the wild. It is aimed at keeping industrial
civilization out of natural areas and causing industry’s retreat from areas that should be wild. It is not
major industrial sabotage. Explosives, firearms, and other dangerous tools are usually avoided; they
invite greater scrutiny from law enforcement agencies, repression, and loss of public support.

Monkeywrenching is simple

The simplest possible tool is used. The safest tactic is employed. Elaborate commando operations
are generally avoided. The most effective means for stopping the destruction of the wild are often the
simplest. There are times when more detailed and complicated operations are necessary. But the
monkeywrencher asks, What is the simplest way to do this?

Monkeywrenching is deliberate and ethical

Monkeywrenchers are very conscious of the gravity of what they do. They are deliberate about
taking such a serious step. They are thoughtful, not cavalier. Monkeywrenchers — although
nonviolent — are warriors. They are exposing themselves to possible arrest or injury. It is not a
casual or flippant affair. They keep a pure heart and mind about it. They remember that they are
engaged in the most moral of all actions: protecting life, defending Earth.

* * *


