
golden opportunity to bring the judg-
ment day upon a system that cannot 
even follow its own rules. So order a 
timber harvest plan, challenge it, save 
a few trees and watch the big boys get 
all bent out of shape. It's fun! 

HERE'S HOW TO START: Write or 
call CDF and have them put you on their 
Timber Harvest Notification List. It's 
free and by law they must fulfill your 
request. You will then learn each week 
who is cutting and where. Write to 
California Dept of Forestry-HQ, POB 
ffeo, Santa Rosa. CA 95401. Chec"K yow 
Jili.9ne book for closer offices, if 

ORDERINGATHP-THE BIG$1 
STEP: Phone or write CDF and request 
one of the THPs listed on the notifica-
tion list you now receive. Try to order 
one from your area, but if not possible, 
order any one. It's worth your time and 
it takes their time away from approving 
plans. Don't worry that they'll care less 
diligently for our forests. That's impos-
sible. They almost never reject a plan. 
Don't send money - they'll bill you one 
dollar per plan. Fear not for the waste 
of paper. These trees sacrifice them-
selves so that others may live. Recycle 
after use. 

CHALLENGING A PLAN - THE 
QUANTUM LEAP: Now that you've 
received your THP, what will you do? 
Giving it to junior to color on is not a 
bad idea, but if you want to protect 
Mother Earth, here are some questions 
you can ask about any plan. 

1. Is there old growth on this parcel? 
If so, how can you justify the habitat 
loss, moisture loss (a big redwood holds 
up to 4000 gallons of water), and erosion 
resulting from cutting? · 

2. Will soil eroded be replenished suf-
ficiently to ensure new tree growth? 
Please cite past examples. 

3. Has a thorough on-site inspection 
been made for rare and Endangered 
species, including Spotted Owl, Marbled 
Murrelet, Olympic Salamander, Moun-
tain Vole, and Tailed Frog? Are there 
eagles' nests or Osprey or falcon habitat 
on the site? How many rare and en-
dangered species are found each year 
on timber harvest sites? 

4. Operator claims no significant en-
vironmental impact will occur. Explain. 
What of cumulative effect of other plans 
and this one? How does EPIC vs. 
Johnson decision pertain to cumulative 
effect? · 

5. Operator claims no archeological 
sites. Has there been !!,n inspection? 
How many such sites turn up each year 
on THP lands? 

6. As per state law, you must oversee 
sustained yield forestry. Will this oper-
ation create long-term jobs; if so, when? 
Please cite examples of sustained fores-
try you have overseen. 

7. What precautions are being taken 
to protect streams and rivers from sil-
tation? I am concerned about salmon 
habitat, water quality and fishing jobs. 
What steps are being taken in this plan 
to prevent further deterioration of 
these? 

8. What will be the increase in ground 
temperature after logging? How will 
this effect soil, wildlife, and water qual-
ity? . 

9. I request that THP # __ be 
denied should it fail to meet Forest Prac-
tices Act and California Environmental 
Quality Act regulations. 

Public input is CDF's Achilles heel. 
If you really want to get into it, hike 
the areas to be logged, take photos, call 
geological and riparian experts, visit 
Fish and Game, etc. But short of that, 
simply writing your opinion is a great 
first 
resmnse. 
- CDF" will not clean up its act without 
prodding. At present, CDF does no sur-
prise inspections. Trees need not be 
replanted for up to six years after the 
plan is approved. Join us in our "Mill-
in," a filibuster of CDF. Commit your-
self to requesting and answering one 
timber harvest plan per month. 

Darryl is one of our tribe's great sin-
gers and is aNorthcoastCaliforniaEF ! 
leader. Contact him (Box 34, Garber-
ville, 95440) for more information on 
the THP campaign. 

Ecodefenders Sabotage Bighorn HuriL 
by Rod Coronado 

As the sun set on December 5, we 
stood on a bare ridge flaked with loose 
rock. To the west arose Old Dad Peak. 
A full curl Nelson Bighorn Ram walked 
nearby. To the east stood two trophy 
hunters, with one of eight Bighorn tags 
to fill. We had hunted the hunters all 
day and now stood between them and 
their prey, with air horns blaring and 
whistles blowing, just as the "hunter" 
prepared to fire. The ram scrambled for 
safer ground, and the hunters left in 
defeat. 

So began the efforts to prevent the 
first trophy hunt of Bighorn Sheep in 
over a century. On this day, activists 
from Earth First! chapters and the 
Hunt Saboteurs Association joined to 
form the Bighorn Defense League. 

In 1987, Assembly Bill 3117 was 
enacted into law, amending the California 
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) 
code to allow Bighorn Sheep hunting 
for the first time in 114 years. The 
"hunt" would occur on Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) land, in the East 
Mojave Desert on Old Dad Peak, and 
the Marble Mountains to the south, and 
would allow the "harvesting" of nine 
"surplus" rams. By special drawing in 
which 4000 applied, eight applicants 
were awarded tags to take one mature 
Nelson Bighorn Ram each. The ninth 
permit went to Bob Howard, Director 
of the Bighorn Research Institute in 
Palm Desert, California, who was so 
desperate to kill the first Bighorn that 
he paid $70,000 in a special auction that 
allowed the highest bidder first shot of 
the century. · 

By the mid-19th century, commercial 
hunters had driven California's Bighorn 
population nearly to extinction. Cattle 
and sheep grazing damaged Bighorn 
habitat and brought deadly diseases. In 
1883 Bighorns in California gained full 
protection. The herds have since slowly 
grown, and recent translocation efforts 
have reestablished Bighorn in their 
native habitat. However, the CDFG's 
Mountain Sheep Management Plan has 
not proposed reintroduction of native 
predators nor eliminating grazing allot-
ments in Bighorn habitat. There have 
been some limitations on public live-
stock grazing in Bighorn habitat, but 
there remain three grazing allotments 
in the Old Dad Peak region. In the 1970s 
and early '80s, Big Game Guzzlers were 
installed to provide Bighorn Sheep with 
a perennial water source. This has al-
lowed an unnatural increase in Bighorn 
numbers in the two management areas 
where the hunt recently took place. 
CDFG estimates the Bighorn population 
in these areas to be 415 animals. Fences 
have been erected around some guzzlers 
to exclude domestic livestock and feral 
animals. (Feral burros roam this area.) 
Despite these measures, livestock dis-
ease still afflicts many Bighorns. 

The Old Dad Peak region is relatively 
free of disease, but the Marble Mountain 
Bighorns have recently been infected 
with such diseases as Parainfluenza 3, 
bovine respiratory syncytial virus, 
Bluetongue, and Epizootic Hemor-
rhagic Disease. These infections may be 
the result of cattle trespassing Bighorn 
water sources and habitat. 

The Bighorns have become overpopu-
lated in the management areas due to 
the elimination of native predators, cre-
ation of artificial water sources, and 
obstruction of traditional migratory 
routes. Passages between mountain 
ranges are now blocked by Interstates 
15 and 40 - preventing Bighorns from 
spreading throughout their former 
range. The Society for the Conservation 
of Bighorn Sheep (SCBS) and the 
Foundation for North American Wild 
Sheep largely funded installation of the 
guzzlers. Both organizations support 
trophy hunting. 

Despite the opposition of such groups 
as the Fund for Animals and the Coal-
ition for Animal Rights, the Desert 
Bighorn was delisted from the category 
of protected wildlife. So, the season was 
set to begin on December 5 and last 
until the 21st. While the hunt did not 
threaten the survival of the species, ani-
mal liberationists and deep ecologists 
opposed the hunt as a prostitution of 
the sheep to the demands of a small 
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Members of Earth First! and the Hunt Saboteurs scouting theMarble Mountains 
for Nelson Bighorn Sheep hunters. Photo by Chris Velucci, Independent 
Nws Service. 

group of trophy hunters. In addition to 
supporting the hunt, · the _CDFG and 
BLM have ignored the serious threats 
to Bighorn populations such as livestock 
grazing, domestic disease, mining, and 
off road vehicle use. 

We established a base camp at a hotel 
in the town of Baker. Representative 
of the Hunt Saboteurs, Verena Gill, of-
fered their tactics used in England in-
terfering with fox hunts. We chose to 
focus on the Old Dad Peak region where 
four sheep were sentenced to death. 
After thwarting the hunters' efforts on 
December 5, we were confronted by a 
CDFG warden who stated that if we 
continued our protest we would be cited 
for hunter harassment. 

The following day Todd and I trailed 
Dr. Loren Lutz, founder of the SCBS 
and guide for two of the hunters. We 
were surprised by Lutz and his hunter 
and forced to hide 40 feet from where 
they stood spotting for rams. Desert 
camouflage prevented our detection. 
They located a "Grand Dad Ram." We 
sneaked into position to again sabotage 
the hunt. As Hunter Bob unslung his 
rifle, we shattered the silence with 
horns and whistles. As we escaped, 
Lutz appeared on horseback and or-
dered us to stop. Not wanting to pro-
voke a violent hunter with a rifle, we 
let him make a citizen's arrest and lead 
us to his camp. Three hours later, we 
were taken into custody. The CDFG and 
BLM fished for an offense with which 
to charge us, and settled on "interfer-
ence with the lawful use of public lands 
by others." We were issued citations and 
released. 

On December 7, with the arrival of 
four Santa Cruz Earth First!ers, teams ·· 
of two again followed Lutz, but Lutz 
and his son Kenneth chased them down 
by horse. Lutz struck one of them with 
his rope. Kenneth hit another in the 
face, fracturing his nose. The activists 
were then led to the hunters' camp, 
where they were forced into a stock 
truck lined with manure, there to be 
held for 11 hours without food or water. 
Eventually CDFG wardens and San 
Bernadino County sheriff deputies ar-
rived to take the activists to Barstow 
City Jail, where they were held for 
three days on the charge of "conspiracy 
to commit a felony." With bail of $5000 
set on each, the CDFG and BLM had 
successfully deactivated four activists. 

On December 8, we were unable to 
have any activist in the field, and two 
sheep were killed. By then, we had 
gained the attention of Craig MacGill, 
BLM special investigator, who was in-
vestigating the sabotage of the 
Barstow-to-Vegas race the week before. 
He visited our camp, but then 
disappeared. 

On the 9th, Todd entered the hunt 
area before dawn. After sounding 'the 
air horn for the morning hunt, he hap-
pened across one of the hunting parties. 
As the hunter threw off his pack, Todd 
dashed away. 

Early the next day, I climbed a ridge 
near Old Dad Peak and heralded the 
new day with my air horn and whistle. 
I then hid in a pile of rocks until the 
evening hunt. At 1630, as I emerged to 
sound my horn again, two rams bolted 
away. 

Having to focus our efforts on Old 
Dad Peak, the Marble Mountains stood 
unguarded. By December 11, five 
Bighorns had been shot. We realized the 
improbability of stopping the remaining 

three hunters, but agreed to continue, 
if for nothing else, to focus attention 
on the ecologically destructive policies 
of the CDFG. Earth First! spokesper-
son Michael Robinson assured us that 
our efforts were not in vain. Already 
he had been interviewed for national 
radio and various newspapers. 

On December 12, we received rein-
forcements from animal rights groups, 
even while an EF! rendezvous was tak-
ing shape in the Granite Mountains to 
the south. For the first time, we dis-
patched Bighorn defenders to the 
Marbles. 

Meanwhile nine activists, joined by 
a news reporter, entered Lutz's camp 
seeking information on the arrest of the 
four EF!ers. There, Lutz and a CDFG 
warden confronted them. Soon another 
CDFG warden, two California Highway 
Patrol (CHP) officers, a BLM ranger, 
and a deputy sheriff arrived. A CHP 
helicopter was called in. We were issued 
citations for disturbing the peace and 
released. 

Meanwhile, in the Marble Mountains, 
our team of six searched this larger area 
for the remaining hunters. On the 13th, 
they found the camp of the seventh 
hunter ... even as he and a CDFG war-
den posed with a Bighorn skull. . 

Our efforts were too little, too late. 
We had prevented the killing of four 
rams, but others weren't as fortunate. 
The arrest and physical abuse of ac-
tivists discouraged others from joining 
us. By the 14th, our numbers were down 
to four. High winds prevented an inter-
vention with the last hunter. With funds 
from our own pockets and from the 
Fund For Animals exhausted, we were 
forced to end our campaign of hunt 
sabotage. 

We were far from unsuccessful, how-
ever. For the first time, Earth First!ers 
and Animal Liberationists had joined 
forces to thwart a trophy hunt, and 
focus attention on the abuse of wildlife. 
We have set the precedent, and the 
CDFG now knows that commercializing 
of our natural heritage will be met by 
direct action. 

Lutz is still smarting from the hunt and 
says he will push for hunter harassment 
laws to be implemented in California. 
Similar laws in other states have been 
proven to be unconstitutional when chal-
lenged. The Hunt Saboteurs Association 
has been founded in l\merica. In re-
sponse to the actions of the Bighorn 
Defense League, Lutz stated: "They 
were totally effective in their attempts 
to disrupt the hunt. They ruined it." 

Rod Coronado is an ecodefender 
with Sea Shepherd Society, Earth 
First!, Hunt Saboteurs Association, 
and Animal Liberation Front. 

Page 5 Earth First! February 2, 1988 


