
“I incite this meeting to rebellion…”

It is better that those who cannot agree, cannot see eye to eye as to policy, should set themselves free,
should part, and should be free to continue their policy as they see it in their own way, unfettered by those
with whom they can no longer agree.
I give place to none in appreciation and gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Pethick Lawrence for the incalculable
services that they have rendered the militant movement for Woman Suffrage, and I firmly believe that the
women's movement will be strengthened by their being free to work for woman suffrage in the future as
they think best, while we of the Women's Social and Political Union shall continue the militant agitation
for Woman Suffrage initiated by my daughter and myself and a handful of women more than six years
ago.

So long as you keep in office an anti-suffrage Government, you are parties to their guilt, and from
henceforth we offer you the same opposition which we give to the people whom you are keeping in power
with your support.

We have summoned the Labour Party to do their duty by their own programme, and to go into opposition
to the Government on every question until the Government do justice to women. They apparently are not
willing to do that. Some of them tell us that other things are more important than the liberty of
women—than the liberty of working women. We say, "Then, gentlemen, we must teach you the value of
your own principles, and until you are prepared to stand for the right of women to decide their lives and
the laws under which they shall live, you, with Mr. Asquith and company, are equally responsible for all
that has happened and is happening to women in this struggle for emancipation."

There is a great deal of criticism, ladies and gentlemen, of this movement. It always seems to me when
the anti-suffrage members of the Government criticise militancy in women that it is very like beasts of
prey reproaching the gentler animals who turn in desperate resistance when at the point of death.
Criticism from gentlemen who do not hesitate to order out armies to kill and slay their opponents, who do
not hesitate to encourage party mobs to attack defenceless women in public meetings—criticism from
them hardly rings true. Then I get letters from people who tell me that they are ardent suffragists but who
say that they do not like the recent developments in the militant movement, and implore me to urge the
members not to be reckless with human life. Ladies and gentlemen, the only recklessness the militant
suffragists have shown about human life has been about their own lives and not about the lives of others,
and I say here and now that it has never been and never will be the policy of the Women's Social and
Political Union recklessly to endanger human life. We leave that to the enemy. We leave that to the men in
their warfare. It is not the method of women. No, even from the point of view of public policy, militancy
affecting the security of human life would be out of place. There is something that governments care far
more for than human life, and that is the security of property, and so it is through property that we shall
strike the enemy. From henceforward the women who agree with me will say, 'We disregard your laws,
gentlemen, we set the liberty and the dignity and the welfare of women above all such considerations, and
we shall continue this war, as we have done in the past; and what sacrifice of property, or what injury to
property accrues will not be our fault. It will be the fault of that Government who admit the justice of our
demands, but refuses to concede them without the evidence, so they have told us, afforded to governments
of the past, that those who asked for liberty were in earnest in their demands!



Be militant each in your own way. Those of you who can express your militancy by going to the House of
Commons and refusing to leave without satisfaction, as we did in the early days—do so. Those of you
who can express militancy by facing party mobs at Cabinet Ministers' meetings, when you remind them
of their falseness to principle—do so. Those of you who can express your militancy by joining us in our
anti-Government by-election policy—do so. Those of you who can break windows—break them. Those
of you who can still further attack the secret idol of property, so as to make the Government realize that
property is as greatly endangered by women's suffrage as it was by the Chartists of old—do so.

And my last word is to the Government: I incite this meeting to rebellion. I say to the Government: You
have not dared to take the leaders of Ulster for their incitement to rebellion. Take me if you dare, but if
you dare I tell you this, that so long as those who incited to armed rebellion and the destruction of human
life in Ulster are at liberty, you will not keep me in prison. So long as men rebels—and voters—are at
liberty, we will not remain in prison, first division or no first division."


