INTRODUCTION

Racism and capitalism have trampled the potential of
black people in this country and thwarted their self-
determination. Initially the physical characteristics
of those of African descent were used to fit blacks
into the lowest niche in the capitalist hierarchy -
that of maintenance. Therefore, black women and men
of today must not encourage division by extending
physical characteristics to serve as a criterion for
a sexual hierarchy. If the potential of the black
woman is seen mainly as a supportive role for the black
man, then the black woman becomes an object to be util-
ized by another human being. Her potential stagnates
and she cannot begin to think in terms of self-deter-
mination for herself and all black people. It is not
right that her existence should be validated only by
the existence of the black man.

The black woman is demanding a new set of female
deginitions and a recognition of herself as a citi-
zen, companion and congidant, not a matriarchal
villain on a step stool baby-maker. Role integra-
Lion advocates the complementary recognition of man
and woman, not the competitive necognition of same.*

Role integration encourages a broader mental and
emotional growth in black women and men as they share
the responsibility of working towards liberationm.
Neither of them should be relegated to a narrow ex-
perience in life. Neither of them should have their
potentiality for self-determination controlled and pre-
determined by the opposite sex. That is a type of
slavery that will not deliver us as a people. That is
a form of bondage which is an integral part of the
racist and capitalist system which black women and
black men must work to oppose and overthrow.

(Gayle Lynch)

* Linda La Rue, The Black Movement and Women's Libena-
tion, The Black Scholar, Vol. I, May, 1970, p.42
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Some subjects are so complex, so unyielding of
facile insight, that it will not do to think about them
in the ordinary way. Black women - their lot and their
future - is for me such a subject. Thus, the new crop of
literature concerning women - attuned to the peculiar
relationship between white womeR &nd whi fesmen in Amer-
ica - has inspired me much, but Tess thanathe poetry of
the great black poet, Gwendolyn”Brooks’, Who writes for
me and about me, Take, for example Miss Brooks' poem,
"Sadie and Maude,'" * 3 sad ballad that in a few stanzas
touches in some intimate respect all of us who are black
women :

Maude went to collepge.
Sadie stayed at home.
Sadie scraped 1ife
With a fine-tooth comb.

She didn't leave a tangle in.

Her comb found every strand,

Sadie was one of the livingest chits
In all the 1land.

Sadie bore two babiés
Under her maiden name.
Maude and Ma and Papa
Nearly died of shame.

When Sadie said her last so-long
Her girls struck out from home.
(Sadie had left as heritage
Her fine-tooth comb'. )

Maude, who went to college,
Is a thin brown mouse.

She is living all alone

In this old house,

*Gwendolyn Brooks, Selected Poems, Harper § Row, N.Y. 1963

. BY ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON




Sadie and Maude are blood sisters, each in her own
way living the unrequited life of the black woman.
Sadie has two children out of wedlock, but the Sadies
of this world also include black women who have been
married but have lost their husbands in America's
wars against the black family. Maude ''went to col-
lege" - or wherever black women have gone over the
years to escape the perils of living the nearly pre-
destined half-life of the black woman in this country.
Maude, the '"thin brown mouse'" lives alone rather than
incur Sadie's risks or risk Sadie's pleasures.

The difference in the lives of these two women can-
not conceal the over-riding problem they share - lonli-
ness, life lacking in the chance to develop a relation-
ship with a man or satisfactory family relationships.
The complexities of the problem facing black women
begin to unfold. Not only must we work out an unop-
pressive relationship with our men; we must - we can
at last - establish a relationship with them de novo.

In this respect, we conceive our mission in terms
that are often different from the expressed goals of
many white women revolutionaries. To be sure, our
goals and theirs in their general outlines are the
same, but black women confront a task that is as
delicate as it is revolutionary. For black women
are part of a pre-imminent struggle whose time has
come - the fight for black liberation. If women were
suddenly to achieve equality with men tomorrow, black
women would continue to carry the entire array of
utterly oppressive handicaps associated with race.
Racial oppression of black people in America has done
what neither class oppression nor sexual oppression,
with all their perniciousness, have ever done: des-
troyed an entire people and their culture. The differ-
ence is between exploitation and slavery. Slavery
partakes of all the worst excesses of exploitation -
and more - but exploitation does not always sink to
the miserable depths of slavery.
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Yet black women cannot - must not - avoid the truth
about their special subservience. They are women with
all that that implies. If some have been forced into
roles as providers or, out of the insecurity associated
with being a black woman alone, have dared not develop
independence, the result is not that black women are
today liberated women. For they have been ''liberated"
only from love, from family life, from meaningful work,
and just as often from the basic comforts and necessi-
ties of an ordinary existence. There is neither power
nor satisfaction in such a "matriarchy." There is only
the bitter knowledge that one is a victim.

Still the stereotypic image of matriarchy has basic
appeal to some black men who, in their frustration may
not see immediately the counter-revolutionary nature
of such a battle cry. To allow the white oppressor to
share the burden of his responsibility with the black
woman is madness. It is comparable to black people
blaming Puerto Ricans for competing with them for
jobs, thus relieving the government of the pressures
it must have to fulfill its duty to provide full em-
ployment. Surely, after hundreds of years black men
realize that imprecision in detecting the Enemy is
an inexcusable fault in a revolutionary.

But our problems only begin with the reconstruc-
tion of the black family. As black men begin to
find dignified work after so many generations, what
roles will their women seek? Are black people to
reject so many of white society's values only to
accept its view of woman and of the family? At the
moment when the white family is caught in a maze of
neurotic contradictions, and white women are supreme-
ly frustrated with their roles, are black women to
take up such troubled models? Shall black women
exchange their ancient insecurity for the white
woman's familial cocoon? Can it serve us any better
than it has served them? And how will it serve black
men ?

( 3]




in search of endless financial security have sold their
spirits to that goal and begun a steady emasculation in
which the fiscal needs of wife and family determine
life's values and goals. Their now ungrateful-wives
have begun to see the fraud of this way of life, even
while eagerly devouring its fruits. Thelr even more un-
grateful children are in bitter rejection of all that
this sort of life signifies and produces. White family
life in America today is less than a poor model for
blacks. White family life is disintegrating at the
moment when we must reforge the black family unit. The
whole business of the white family - its softened men,
its frustrated women, its angry children - is in a state
of great mess.

But it would be naive to think that the temptatious
aspects of this sort of life are incapable of luring
black people into a disastrous mockery. The ingredi-
ents are all there. We are a people in search of what
for us has been the interminably elusive goal of eco-
nomic security. Wretchedly poor for 350 years in a
country where most groups have fattened, we could come
to see the pain of much of white family life as bear-
able when measured against the tortures we have borne.
Our men, deliberately emasculated as the only way to
enforce their servile status, might easily be tempted
by a family structure which, by making them the finan-
cial head of the household, seemed to make them its
actual head. In our desperation to escape so many suf-
fering decades, we might trip down the worn path taken
by so many in America before us.

If we are to avoid this disaster, the best, perhaps
the only, place to begin is in our conception of the
black woman. After all, the immediate tasks of the
black man are laid out for him. It is the future role
of the black woman that is problematical. And what she
is allowed to become - or relegated to - will shape not
simply her future but that of the black family and the
fate of its members.
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no longer the universally accepted reason for marriage,
marriages are going to have to exist on their own mer-
its. Marriages are going to have to exist because they
possess inherent qualities which make them worthy of
°Xisting, a plane to which the institution has never
before been elevated. For marriage to develop such
inherent qualities, the woman partner heretofore ori-
ented toward fulfilling now outmoded functions will
have to seek new functions. Whether black or white,

if American women are to find themselves, they must
begin looking outside the home. This will undoubted-
ly lead them into doing and thinking about matters

now pretty much reserved for men. Inevitably, women
are going to acquire new goals and a new status.

We who are black are taking up the long-delayed
work of family-building at an historic moment in
history. We embark upon this goal at a time when
the family institution in America is in a state of
great flux. This is fortunate happenstance, for
had we been about this task in the years immediate-
ly following World War II, we might have fallen
into the mold which today traps white families, and
especially white women.

As it is, we have a chance to pioneer in forging
new relationships between men and women. We have a
chance to make family life a liberating experience
instead of the confining experience it more often
has been.

We have a chance to free woman and with her the
rest of us.
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Wonfen demonstrating in New York march demanding repeal of state
abortion laws, March 28.
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IR the early part of the sixties, social scientists
becatie giigE egand 4o re Wit o ¢5te dFin the “faily structure
of Blacks. © \Unemploymén ¢ andgsocal ledicrime lamong Blacks
was increasing, and some of these ''scientists' decided
that the problems of the Black community were caused by
the family pattern among Black people. Since Blacks
were deviating from the '"norm'" - more female heads of
households, higher unemployment, more school ''dropouts”
these pseudo scientisits claimed that the way to solve
these probjemspwas gfo build UPpagiiore stable Black fam-
ily in acgord With\Tthe Améri¢afl patriarchal pattern.

In 1965, the U.S. government published a booklet
entitled "The Negro Family - The Case for National
Action." The author (U.S. Dept. of Labor) stated,
"In essence, the Negro community has,been forced
into a matriarchak structure which, because it is so
out of line wiffl ‘thé’rest ¢f the€ American society,
seriously retagds' the pmogress of the group as a
whole." According to this ‘theory, the institution
of slavery led to a breakdown in the Black family and
the development of a so-called matriarchy, in which
the Black woman was '"dominant.'" This ''matriarchal"
structure was held responsible, in turn, for contri-
buting to the "emasculation' of the Black man. In
other words, as these people would have it, the op-
pression of Bilack peoplewasgpartly caused by the
chief victims, of thlS oppre551on Black Women.

This myth of ‘the Black matrlarchy has had wide=
spread influence, and is even widely believed in the
Black community today. It is something we have to
fight against and expose. To show just how wrong this
theory is, let's look at the real condition and his-
tory of the so-called dominant Black woman.

Under slavery, once arriving on American soil, the
African social order of.-Black people was broken down.
Tribes were separated and shipped to different planta-

BVWNES%‘FIVLGEI#&dement a process of de-socialization
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and had to adopt a new culture and language. Black men
greatly outnumbered Black women. Sociologist E.F. Frazier
‘ndicates in his book The Negho Family in the U.S.,that
this probably led to ''mumerous cases of sex relations
between Negro slaves and indentured white women.'" The
"marriage' rate between Black men and white women became
so high that interracial marriages were banned.

Prior to this time, Black men were encouraged to marry
white women in order to enrich the slavemaster's planta-
tion with more human labor. The Black man in some in-
stances was able to select a mate of his choice. However
in contrast, the Black woman had little choice in the
selection of her mate. Living in a patriarchal society,
she became a mere breeding instrument. Just as Black
men were chained and branded under slavery, SO WETe€
Black women. Lying nude on the slave ship, some women
gave birth to children 1in the scorching hot sun.

There were economic interests involved in the Black
women having as many offspring as she could bear. After
her child was born, she was allowed to nurse and fondle
the infant only at the slavemaster's discretion. There
are cases of Black women who greatly resisted being
separated from their children and having them placed on
‘e auction block even though they were subject to flog-
ging. And in some cases, the Black woman took the life
of her own children rather than subjit them to the
oppression of slavery.

The Masten's Household

There are those who say that because the Black woman was
in charge of carin; for the slavemaster's children, she
became an important figure in the household. Nothing
could be further from the truth. The Black woman be-
came the most exploited '"member'" of the master's house-
hold. She scrubbed the floors, washed dishes, cared

for the children and was often subjected to the lustful
advances of Miss Ann's husband. She became an unpaid
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domestic. However, she worked outside as well. Still
today, many Black women continue to work in households
as underpaid domestics. And as W.E.B. DuBois stated
in his essay The Servant in the House, '"The personal
degradation of their work is so great that any white
man of decency would rather cut his daughter's throat
than let her grow up to such a destiny."

In this way arose the '"mammy''image of Black women -
an image so embedded in the system that its impact is
still felt today. Until recently, the mass media has
aided in reinforcing this image of portraying Black
women as weighing 200 pounds, holding a child to her
breast, and/or scrubbing floors with a rag around her
head. For such a one, who was constantly portrayed
with her head to the floor and her behind facing the
ceiling, it is ludicrous to conceive of any dominant
role. Contrary to popular opinion, all Black women
do not willingly submit to the sexual advances of
white men. Probably every Black woman has been told
the old myth that the only ones who have had sexual
freedom in this country are the white man and the
Black woman. But, in many instances even physical
force has been used to compel Black women to submit.
Frazier gives a case in his book where a Black woman
who refused the sexual advances of a white man was
subdued and held to the ground by Black men while
the '""Master'" stood there whipping her.

In some instances, Black women stood in awe of the
white skin of their masters and felt that copulation
with a white man would enhance her slave status. There
was also the possibility that her mulatto offspring
would achieve emancipation. Her admiration of white
skin was not very different from the slave mentality
of some Blacks which caused them to identify with
their mastéer. In some cases, the Black woman who sub-
mitted herself sexually played a vital role in saving
the life of the Black man. If she gave the master a
""good lovin'," she could sometimes prevent her husbanc
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from being horse-whipped or punished.
"EmancLpation”

The myth that is being perpetrated in the Black
community states that somehow the Black woman has man-
aged to escape much of the oppression of slavery and
that all avenues of opportunity were opened to her.
Well, this is highly interesting, since in 1870 when
the Fifteenth Amendment guaranteed citizens the right
to vote, this right did not apply to the Black woman.
During reconstruction, those Blacks who served as
justices of the peace and superintendents of educa-
tion, and in municipal and state governments, were
men. Although the reconstruction period was far from
being an era of '"Black Rule," it is estimated that
thousands of Black men used their votes to help keep
the Republicans in power. The Black women remained
on the outside.

To be sure, the Black man had a difficult time
exercising his right to vote. Mobs of whites waited
for him at the voting booth. Many were threatened
with the loss of jobs and subjected to the terror of
Klan elements. The political activity for the Black
=an was relatively ephemeral, but while it lasted,
nany offices fos the first time were occupied by them.
The loose ties established between Black men and women
during slavery were in many cases dissolved after eman-
cipation. In order to test their freedom, some Black
men who remained with their wives began flogging them.
Previously, this was a practice reserved only for the
white master. In the later part of the 1860s and
early 70s, female h-2ds of households began to crop up.
Black men who held jobs as skilled craftsmen, carpenters,
etc., were being driven out of these occupation. Since
the Republicans no longer needed the Black vote after
1876, the 'welfare'" of Blacks was placed in southern
hands. Black men found it very difficult to obtain jobs
and in some instances found employment only as strike-
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breakers. Black men, who were made to feel '"less of a
man'" in a racist oppressive system, turned toward Black
women, and began to blame them for the position they
occupied.

The Black woman, in some cases, left to herself with
children to feed, also went looking for employment. Many
went to work in the white man's kitchen. DuBois in the
same essay mentioned earlier, The Servant in the House,
gives a vivid portrayal of the exploitation of domestic
workers. He speaks of the personal degradation of their
work, the fact that they are still in some instances
made to enter and exit by the side door, that they are
referred to by their first name, paid extremely low
wages, and subjected to the sexual exploitation of the
"master.”" ' All this proves “that because the Black
woman worked, it did not make her more 'independent"
than the white woman. Rather, she became more subject
to the brutal exploitation of capitalism - as Black,
as worker, as woman.

The "Free" Labon Market

I mentioned earlier that after emancipation Black men
had a difficult time obtaining employment, that after
emancipation he was barred from many of the crafts he
had been trained in under slavery. The labor market for
Black women also proved to be a disaster. Black women
entered the needle trades in New York in the 1900s, as
a cheap source of labor for the employers, and in Chicago
in 1917, Black women who were willing to work for lower
wages, were used to break a strike. There was general
distrust between Black and white workers, and in some
cities, white workers refused to work beside Black women
and walked off their jobs.

The Black woman has never held high status in this
society. Under slavery she was mated like cattle and
used as a mere breeding instrument. Today, the majority
of Black women are still confined to the most menial and
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lowest paid occupations - domestic and laundry workers,
file clerks, counter workers, and other service occupa-
tions. These jobs in most cases are not yet unionized.

Today, at least 20 percent of Black women are employed
as private household workers, and their median income is
$1200. These women have the double exploitation of first
doing drudgery in someone else's home, and then having to
take care of their own households as well. Some are
forced to leave their own children without adequate super-
visiqQn in order to earn money by taking care of someone
else's children. Sixty-one percent of Black married
women were in the labor force in 1966. Almost one-fourth
of Black families are headed by females, double the per-
centage for whites. Due to the shortage of Black men,
most Black women are forced to accept a relationship on
male terms. In Black communities there sometimes exists
a type of serial polygamy - a situation where many women
share the s~me man, one at a time.

Black 45 Beautiful

As 1f Black women did not have enough to contend with,
being exploited economically as a worker, being used as
a source of cheap labor because she is a female, and be-
ing treated even worse because she is Black, she also
finds herself fighting the beauty "standards' of a white
western society. Years ago it was a common sight to see
Black women wearing blond wigs and rouge, the object be-
ing to get as close to the white beauty standard as one
possibly could. But, in spite of the fact that bleach-
ing creams and hair straighteners were used, the trick
just didn't work. Her skin was still black instead of
fair, and her hair kinky instead of straight. She was
constantly being compared to the white woman, and she
was the antithesis of what was considered beautiful.
Usually when she saw a Black man with a white woman, the
image she had of herself became even more painful.
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So today, the Black woman still finds herself up the
creek. She feels that she must take the nod from '"her
man,' because 1if she '"‘acts up" then she just might lose
him to a white woman. She must still subordinate her-
self, her own feelings and desires, especially when it
comes to the right of having control of her own body.
When the birth control pill first came into use, it was
experimentally tested on Puerto Rican women. It is
therefore not surprising that Third World people 1look
at this example and declare that both birth control and
abortion is a form of genocide - a device to eliminate
Third World people. However, what is at issue is the
right of women to control their own bodies. Enforced
motherhood is a form of male supremacy; it is reactionary
and brutal. During slavery, the plantation masters forced
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motherhood on Black women in order to enrich their plan-
tations with more human labor.

It is women who must decide whether they wish to have
children or not. Women must have the right to control
their own bodies. And this means that we must also
speak out against forced sterilization and against com-
pelling welfare mothers to accept contraceptive methods
against their will. There is now a women's liberation
movement growing in the United States. By and large,
Black women have not played a prominant role in this
movement. This is due to the fact that many Black women
have not yet developed a feminist consciousness. Black
women see their problem mainly as one of naticnal
oppression. The middle class mentality of some white
women's liberation seem to be irrelevant to Black wo-
men's needs. For instance, =zt the November 1969 Con-
gress to Unite Women in New York, some of the partici-
pants did not want to take a stand against the school
tracking system - fearing that "good" students thrown
in with "bad" ones would cause the "brilliant" students
to leave school, thus lowering the standards. One
white woman had the gall to mention to me that she felt
women 1iving in Scarsdale were more oppressed then Third
World women trapped in the ghetto! There was also little
attempt to deal with the problems of poor women, for
example the fact that women in Scarsdale exploit Black
women as domestics.

The movement must take a clearer stand against the
horrendous conditions in which poor women are forced to
work. Some women in the movement are in favor of elimin-
ating the state protective laws for women. However, poor
women who are forced to work in sweatshops, factories
and laundries need those laws on the books. Not only
must the State protective laws for women remain on the
books, but we must see that they are enforced and made
even stronger.

Women in the women's liberation movement assert that
they are tired of being slaves to their husbands, con-
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fined to the household performing menial tasks. While
the Black woman can sympathize with this view, she does
not feel that breaking her ass every day from nine to

five is any form of liberation. She has always had to
work. Before the Emancipation Proclamation she worked
in the fields of the plantation, as Malcolm X would say,

"from can't see in the morning until can't see at night."

And what is liberation under this system? Never own-
ing what you produce, you are forced to become a mere
commodity on the labor market. Workers are never se-
cure, and their length of employment is subject to the
ups and downs in the economy. Women's liberation must
relate to these problems. What is hampering it now 1is
not the fact that it is still composed of mainly white
middte class women, Rather it is the failure to engage
in enough of the type of actions that would draw in
and link up with the masses of women not yet in the
movement., including working and Third World women.
Issues such as day-care, support for the striking tele-
phone workers, support for the laws which improve work-
ing conditions for women, and the campaign to free Joan
Bird are a step in the right direction. I don't feel,
however, that white women sitting around a room, brow-
beating one another for their ''racism,'" saying, "I'm a
racist, I'm a racist,'" as some women have done, is doing
a damn thing for the Black woman. What is needed 1is
action.

Women's Liberation must not isolate itself from the
masses of women or the Third World community. At the
same time, white women cannot speak for Black women.
Black women must speak for themselves. The Black Women's
Alliance has been formed in New York to begin to do this.
We felt there was a need for a revolutionary Black women's
movement that spoke to the oppression of Black women as
Blacks, as workers, as women. We are involved in reading,
discussion, consciousness raising and taking action. We
feel that Black women will have a difficult time relating
to the more bitter anti-male sentiment in the women's liber-
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ation movement, fearing that it will be a device to keep
Black men and women fighting among themselves and diver-
ting their energies from the real enemy .

Many Black women realize it will take both men and
women to wage an effective struggle. However, this does
not negate the necessity of women building our own move-
ment because we must build our struggle now and continue
1t after the revolution if we are to achieve real eman-

cipation.

When the Third World woman begins to recognize the
depth of her oppression, she will move to form alliances
with all revolutionary forces available and settle for
nothing less than complete destruction of this racist,
capitalist, male-dominated system.




In attempting to analyze the situation of the black
woman in America, one crashes abruptly into a solid wall
of grave misconceptions, outright distortions Or Tact
and defensive attitudes on the part of many. The sys-
tem of capitalism (and its after birth...racism) under
which we all live, has attempted by many devious ways
and means to destroy the humanity of all people, and
particularly the humanity of black people. This has
meant an outrageous assault on every black man, woman
and child who reside in the United States.

In keeping with its goal of destroying the black
race's will to resist its subjugation, capitalism
found it necessary to create a situation where the
black man found it impossible to find meaningful or
productive employment. More often than not, he couldn't
find work of any kind. - And the black woman likewise
was manipulated by the system, economically exploited
and physically assaulted. She could often find work in
the white man's kitchen, however, and sometimes became
the sole breadwinner of the family. This predicament
has led to many psychological problems on the part of
both man and woman and has contributed to the turmoil
that we find in the black family structure.

Unfortunately, neither the black man nor the black
woman understood the true nature of the forces working
upon them. Many black women tended to accept the capi-
talist evaluation of manhood and womanhood and believed,
in fact, that black men were shiftless and lazy, other-
wise they would get a job and support their families as
they ought to. Personal relationships between black men
and women were thus torn asuncer and one result has been
the separation of man from wife, mother from child, etc.

America has defined the roles to which each individ-
ual should subscribe.. It has defined ''manhood'" in terms
of its own interests and 'femininity'' likewise. There-
fore, an individual who has a good job, makes a lot of
money and drives a Cadillac is a real 'man,'" and con-
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versely, an individual who is lacking in these ''quali-
ties'" is less of a man. The advertising media in

this country continuously informs the american male
of his need for indispensable signs of his virility -

the brand of cigarettes that cowboys prefer, the whiskey

that has a masculine tang or the label of the jock
strap that athletes wear.

The ideal model that is projected for a woman is
to be surrounded by hypocritical homage and estranged
from all real work, spending idle hours primping and
preening, obsessed with conspicuous consumption, and
limiting life's functions to simply a sex role. We
unqualitatively reject these respective models. A
woman who stays at home, caring for children and the
house often leads an extremely sterile existence. She
must lead her entire life as a satellite to her mate.
He goes out into society and brings back a little
piece of the world for her. His interests and his
understanding of the world become her own and she can-
not develop herself as an individual, having been re-
duced to only a biological function. This kind of
woman leads a parasitic existence that can aptly be
described as ''legalized prostitution'.

Furthermore, it is idle dreaming to think of black
women simply caring for their homes and children like
the middle class white model. Most black women have
to work to help house, feed and clothe their families.
Black women make up a substantial percentage of the
black working force and this is true for the poorest
black family as well as the so-called '"middle class"
family.

Black women were never afforded any such phony
luxuries. Though we have been browbeaten with this
white image, the reality of the degrading and dehumani-
zing jobs that were relegated to us quickly dissipated
this mirage of 'womanhood'". The following excerpts
from a speech that Sojourner Truth made at a Women's
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Rights Convention in the 19th century show us how mis-
leading and incomplete a life this model represents

for s’

" . Well, chilern, whar dan 48 40 much hracket
darn must be something out o'kilter. 1 tink dat
'axt de niggens of de Soug and de women at
de nornf all a talkin' 'boutl nights, de white
men Wil be in a §ix pretty soon. But what's
all dis herne talkin' 'bout? Dat man obern dan
say dat women needs fo be helped into carriages
and Lifted oben ditches, and to have de best
place every whar. Nobody ever help me Anto
carviages, orn ober mud puddles, or gives me

any best places,...and an'nt 1 a woman? Look
at me! Look at my arum...1 have plowed, and
pLanted, and gathered into barwns, and no man
could head me - and an'nt 1 a woman? 1 could
work as much as a man (when I could get it),
and bearn de Lash as well - and an'nt 1 a woman?
I have borne five chilern and 1 seen 'em mos'
all s08d o4 into slavery, and when 1 cried
out with a mothen's grnief, none but Jesus heard
--and an'nt 1 a woman?"

Unfortunately, there seems to be some confusion in the
Movement today as to who has been oppressing whom. Since
the advent of black power, the black male has exerted a
more prominent leadership role in our struggle for
justice in this country. He sees the system for what

it really is for the most part. But where he rejects
its values and mores on many issues, when it comes to
women, he seems to take his guidelines from the pages

of the Ladies Home Journal.

Certain black men are maintaining that they have
been castrated by society but that black women somehow
escaped this persecution and even contributed to this
emasculation. Let me state here and now that the black
woman in america can justly be described as a ''slave of
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a slave." By reducing the black man in america to such
abject oppression, the black woman had no protector and
was used, and is still being used in some cases, as the
scapegoat for the evils that this horrendous system has
perpetrated on black men. Her physical image has been
maliciously maligned; she has been sexually molested
and abused by the white colonizer; she has suffered
the worst kind of economic exploitation, having been
forced to serve as the white woman's maid and wet nurse
for white offspring while her own children were more
often than not, starving and neglected. It is the depth
of degradation to be socially manipulated, physically
raped, used to undermine your own household, and to be
powerless to reverse this syndrome.

It is true that our husbands, fathers, brothers and
sons have been emasculated, lynched and brutalized. They
have suffered from the cruellest assault on mankind that
the world has ever known. However, it is a gross dis-
tortion of fact to state that black women have oppres-
sed black men. The capitalist system found it expedient
to enslave and oppress them and proceeded to do so with-
out signing any agreements with black women.

It must also be pointed out at this time, that black
women are not resentful of the rise to power of black
men. We welcome it. We see in it the eventual libera-
tion of all black people from this corrupt system under
which we suffer. Nevertheless, this does not mean that
you have to negate one for the other. This kind of
thinking is a product of miseducation; that it's either
X or it's Y. It is fallacious reasoning that in order
the black man to be strong, the black woman has to be

weak.

Those who are exerting their '"manhood" by telling
black women to step back into a domestic, submissive
role are assuming a counter-revolutionary position.
Black women likewise have been abused by the system and
we must begin talking about the elimination of all kinds
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of oppression. If we are talking about building a strong
nation, capable of throwing off the yoke of capitalist
oppression, then we are talking about the total involve-
ment of every man, woman, and child, each with a highly
developed political consciousness. We need our whole
army out there dealing with the enemy and not half an
army .

There are also some black women who feel that there
is no more productive role in life than having and rai-
sing children. This attitude often reflects the condi-
tioning of the society in which we live and is adopted
(totally, completely and without change) from a bour-
geois white model. Some young sisters who have never
had to maintain a household and accept the confining
role which this entails, tend to romanticize (along
with the help of a few brothers) this role of house-
wife and mother. Black women who have had to endure
this kind of function as the sole occupation of their
life, are less apt to have these utopian visions.

Those who project in an intellectual manner how
great and rewarding this role will be and who feel
that the most important thing that they can contri-
bute to the black nation is children, are doing them-
selves a great injustice. This line of reasoning com-
pletely negates the contributions that black women
have historically made to our struggle for liberation.
These black women include Sojourner Truth, Harriet
Tubman, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Mary McLeod Bethune and
Fannie Lou Hamer to name but a few.

We live in a highly industrialized society and every
member of the black nation must be as academically and
technologically developed as possible. To wage a revo-
lution, we need competant teachers, doctors, nurses,
electronic experts, chemists, biologists, physicists,
political scientists, and so on and so forth. Black
women sitting at home reading bedtime stories to their
children are just not going to make 1it.
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ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION OF BLACK WOMEN

The economic system of capitalism finds 1t expedient
to reduce women to a state of enslavement. They often-
times serve as a scapegoat for the evils of this system.
Much in the same way that the poor white cracker of the
South who is equally victimized, looks down upon blacks
and contributes to the oppression of blacks, --So by
giving to men a false feeling of superiority (at least
in their own home or in their relationships with women,)
the oppression of women acts as an escape valve for
capitalism. Men may be cruelly exploited and subjected
to all sorts of dehumanizing tactics on the part of the
ruling class, but they have someone who is below them -
at least they're not women.

Women also represent a surplus labor supply, the
control of which is absolutely necessary to the profit-
able functioning of capitalism. Women are systematically
exploited by the system. They are paid less for the
same work that men do and jobs that are specifically rele-
gated tc women are low-paying and without the possibility
of advancement. Statistics from the Women's Bureau of
the U.S. Department of Labor show that the wage scale
for white women was even below that of black men; and
the wage scale for non-white women was the lowest of all:

White Males-------=--= $6,704.
Non-white Males ------ " 5 1
White Females -------- 3,991.
Non-white Females----- 2,861

Those industries which employ mainly black women are
the most exploitative in the country. Domestic and hospi-
tal workers are good exampies of this oppression; the
garment workers in New York City provide us with another
view of this economic slavery. The International Ladies
Garment Workers Union (ILGWU) - whose overwhelming member-
ship consists of black and Puerto Rican women has a

. o4 )




leadership that is nearly lily-white and male. 'This
leadership has been working in collusion with the ruling
class and has completely sold its soul to the corporate
structure.

To add insult to injury, the ILGWU has invested
heavily in business enterprises in racist, apartheid
South Africa. --with union funds. Not only does this
bought-off leadership contribute to our continued ex-
ploitation in this country by not truly representing
the best interests of its membership, but it audaciously
uses funds that black and Puerto Rican women have pro-
vided to support the economy of a vicious government
that is engaged in the economic rape and murder of our
black brothers and sisters in our Motherland - Africa.

The entire labor movement in the United States has
suffered as a result of the super exploitation of black
workers and women. The unions have historically been
racist and chauvinistic. They have upheld racism in
this country (and condoned imperialist exploitation
around the world) -and have failed to fight the white
skin privileges of white workers. They have failed
to fight or even make an issue against the inequities
in the hiring and pay of women workers. There has
been virtually no struggle against either the racism
of the white worker or the economic exploitation of
the working woman, two factos which have consistently
impeded the advancement of the real struggle against
the ruling capitalist class.

This racist, chauvinistic and manipulative use of
black workers and women, especially black women, has
been a severe cancer on the american labor scene. It
therefore becomes essential for those who understand
the workings of capitalism and imperialism to realize
that the exploitation of black people and women works
to everyone's disadvantage and that the liberation of
these two groups 1s a stepping stone to the liberation
of all oppresscd people in this country and around the world.
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| have briefly discussed the economic and psycho-
logical manipulation of black women, but perhaps the
most outlandish act of oppression in modern times 1s
the current campaign to promote sterilization of non-
white women in an attempt to maintain the population
and power imbalance between the white haves and the
non-white have nots.

These tactics are but another example of the many
devious schemes that the ruling elite attempt to perpe-
trate on the black population in order to deep itself
in control. Tt has recently come to our-attention
that ‘4 massive campaign for'so-called "birth control”
is presently being promoted not only in the underdevel-
oped non-white areas of the world, but also’'in black
communities here in the United States. However, what
the authorities in charge of these programs refer to
as "birth control™ is ‘in fact nothing but a method of
outright surgical genocide.

The United States has been sponsoring sterilization
clinics in non-white countries, especially in India
where already some 3 million young men and boys in and
around New Delhi have been sterilized in make-shift
operating rooms set up by the american peace corps
workers. Under thesée circumstances, 1t 1s understan-
dable why certain countries view the Peace Corps not
as a benevolent project, not as evidence of america's
concern for underdeveloped areas, but rather as a
threat to their very existence. This program could
more aptly be named the '"Death Corps."

The Vasectomy which is performed on amles and takes
only six or seven minutes is a relatively simple opera-
tion. The sterilization of a woman, on the other hand,
is admittedly major surgery. This surgical opcration
(Salpingectomy)* must be performed in a hospital under

—

*Salpingectomy - Through an SDaONINaE]l 1NELS] Gl 0 SUr-

geon cuts both Fallopian tubes and ties off the scparated
ends after which there is no way for the cgg to pass fron
the ovary to the womb. _-
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general anesthesia. This method of '"birth control" is
a common procedure in Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico has
long been used by the colonialist exploiter, the United
States, as a huge experiemental laboratory for medical
research before allowing certain practices to be im-
ported and used here. When the birth control pill was
first being perfected, it was tried out on Puerto Rican
women and selected black women (poor), using them like
Guinea pigs, to evaluate its effect and its gefficaency.

The Salpingectomy has now become the commonest opera-
tion 1n Puerto Rico, commoner than an appendectomy or a
tonsilectomy. It is so widespread that it is referred
to simply as ''la operacion.'" On the Island, 20% of
the women between the ages of 15 and 45 have already
peen sterilized,

An.now, as previously occurred with the pill, this
method has been imported into the United States. These
sterilization clinics are cropping.up around the country
in the black and Puerto Rican communities. These so-
called '"Maternity Clinics! specifically outfitted to
purge black women or men of their reproductive possi-
bilities, are appearing more and more in hospitals and
clinics ., dcness sthe countyys

A number of organizations have been formed to ponu-
larxize the.ddea.pf. . sterilization siich as.the Lssociation
for Voluntary Sterilization and The Human Betterment ('!?)
Association for Voluntary Sterilization which has its

headquarters in New York City. Front Royal, Virginia
has one such '"Maternity Clinic'" in Warren Memorial Hos-
pital.,  .The tactics ‘used in the clinic in Fauquier

County, Virginia, where poor and helpless black mothers
and young girls are pressured into undergoing steriliza-
tion are certainly not confined to that clinic alone.

Threatened with the cut-off of relief funds, some
black welfare women have been forced to accept this
sterilization procedure in exchange for a continuation




of welfare benefits. Mt. Sinai Hospital in New York City
performs these operations on many of its ward patients
whenever it can convince the women to undergo this sur-
gery. Mississippi and some of th other Southern states
are notorious for this act. Black women are often
afraid to permit any kind of necessary surgery because
they know from bitter experience that they are more
likely than not to come out of the hospital without
their insides. (Both Salpingectomies & Hysterectomies

are performed.)

We condemn this use of the black woman as a medical
testing ground for the white middle class. Reports of
the i1l effects including deaths from the use of the
birth control pill only started to come to light when
the white privileged class began to be affected. These
outrageous Nazi-like procedures on the part of medical
researchers are but another manifestation of the to-
tally amoral and dehumanizing brutality that the capi-
talist system perpetrates on black women. The sterili-
zation experiments carried on in concentration camps
some twenty-five years ago have been denounced the
world over, but no one seems to get upset by the repe-
tition of these same racist tactics today in the United
States of America - land of the free and home of the
brave. This campaign is as nefarious a program as
Germany's gas chambers and in a long term sense, as
effective and with the same objective.

The rigis laws concerning abortions in this country
are another victious means of subjugation, and, indirectly
of outright murder. Rich white women somehow manage to
obtain these operations with little or no difficulty. It
is the poor black and Puerto Rican woman who is at the
mercy of the local butcher. Statistics show us that the
non-white death rate at the hands of the unqualified
abortionist is substantially higher than for white women.
Nearly half of the child-bearing deaths in New York City
were attributed to abortion alone and out of these, 79%
are among non-whites and Puerto Rican women.
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We are not saying that black women should not prac-
tice birth control or family planning. Black women have
the right and the responsibility to determine when it is
in the interest of the struggle to have children or not
to have them. It is also her right and responsibility
to determine when it is in her own best interests to
have children, how many she will have, and how far apart
and this right must not be relinquished to anyone.

The lack of the availability of safe birth control
methods, the forced sterilization practices and the in-
ability to obtain legal abortions are all symptoms of
a decadant society that jeopardizes the health of black
women (and thereby the entire black race) in its attempts
to control the véry life processes of human beings. This
repressive control of black women is symptomatic of a
society that believes it has the right to bring political
factors into the privacy of the bedchamber. The elimina-
tion of these horrendous conditions will free black women
for full participation in the revolution, and thereafter,
in the building of the new society.

RELATIONSHI P TO WHITE MOVEMENT

Much has been written recently about the white women's
liberation movement in the United States and the question
arises whether there are any parallels between this strug-
gle and the movement on the part of black women for total
emancipation. While there are certain comparisons that
one can make, simply because we both live under the same
exploitative system, there are certain differences, some
of which are quite basic.

The white women's movement is far from being monolithic.
Any white group that does not have an anti-imperialist
and anti-racist ideology has absolutely nothing in common
with the black woman't struggle. Are white women asking
to be equal to white men in their pernicious treatment
of third world peoples? What assurances have black women
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women will be any less racist

had the power and were in a position to do so?
serious questions that the white women's D

ion movement has failed to address itself to
Black people are engaged in a life and death strug-
gle with the oppressive forces of this country and the

main emphasis of black women must be to combat the capi-
talist, racist exploitation of black people. While it
1s true that male chauvinism has become institutional-
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social realities of the black woman's life are the

most crucial for us. It is not an intellectual perse-
cution alone; the movement is not a psychological out-
burst for us; it is tangible; we can taste it in all
our endeavors. We as black women have got to deal with
the problems that the black masses deal with, for our
problems in reality are one and the same.

If the white groups do not realize that they are in
fact, fighting capitalism and racism, we do not have
common bonds. If they do not realize that the reasons
for their condition lie in a debilitating economic and
social system, and not simply that men get a vicarious




pleasure out of "consuming their bodies for exploitative
reasons,'" (This kind of reasoning seems to be quite
prevalent in certain white women's groups) then we can-
not unite with them around common grievances or even
discuss these groups in a serious manner, because they're
completely irrelevant to black women in particular or

to the black struggle in general.

THE NEW WORLD

The black community and black women especially, must
begin raising questions about the kind of society we
wish to see established. We must note the ways in
which capitalism oppresses us and then move to create
institutions that will eliminate these destructive in-
fluences.

The new world that we are struggling to create must
destroy oppression of any type. The value of this new
system will be determined by the status of those persons
who are presently most oppressed - the low man on the
totem pole. Unless women in any enslaved nation are
completely liberated, the change cannot really be called
a revolution. If the black woman has to retreat to the
position she occupied before the armed struggle, the
whole movement and the whole struggle will have retreated
in terms of truly freeing the colonized population.

A people's revolution that engages the participation
of every member of the community, including men, and
women, brings about a certain transformation in the
participants as a result of this participation. Once
you have caught a glimpse of freedom or tasted a bit
of self-determination, you can't go back to old routines
that were established under a racist, capitalist regime.
We must begin to understand that a revolution entails
not only the willingness to lay our lives on the firing
line and get killed. In some ways, this is an easy
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commitment to make. To die for the revolution is a one-
shot deal; to live for the revolution means taking on
the more difficult commitment of changing our day-to-day
life patterns.

This will mean changing the traditional routines that
we have established as a result of living in a totally
corrupting society. It means changing how you relate
to your wife, your husband, your parents and your co-
workers. If we are going to liberate ourselves as a
people, it must be recognized that black women have
very specific problems that have to be spoken to. We
must be liberated along with the rest of the population.
We cannot wait to start working on those problems until
that great day in the future when the revolution somehow
miraculously, is raccomplished.

Tq assign women the role of housekeeper and mother
while men go forth into battle is a highly questionable
doctrine for a revolutionary to profess. Each individ-
ual must develop a high political consciousness in or-
der to understand how this system enslaves us all and
what actions we must take to bring about its total des-
truction. Those who consider themselves to be revolu-
tionary must begin to deal with other revolutionaries
as equals. And so far as I know, revolutionaries are
not determined by sex.

Old people, young people, men and women must take
part in the struggle. To relegate women to purely sup-
portive roles or to simply cultural considerations is
dangerous doctrine to project. Unless black men who
are preparing themselves for armed struggle understand
that the society which we are trying to create is one
in which the oppression of ALL MEMBERS of that society
is eliminated, then the revolution will have failed in
its avowed purpose.

Given the mutual commitment of black men and black
women alike to the liberation of our people and other
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oppressed peoples around the world, the total involve-
ment of each individual is necessary. A revolutionary
has the responsibility of not only toppling those that
are now in a position of power, but more importantly,
the responsibility of creating new institutions that
will eliminate all forms of oppression for all people.
We must begin to re-write our understanding of tradi-
tional personal relationships between man and woman.

All the resources that the black community can
muster up must be channeled into the struggle. Black
women must take an active part in bringing about the
kind of world where our children, our loved ones, and
each citizen can grow up and live as decent human beings,
free from the nressures of racism and capitalist exploi-
tation.
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long African robes.

Indeed #he fact that the independent black capitalism
demonstrated by the black Muslims, and illustrated in
Nixon's speeches, appeared for many blacks as the way
out of the ghetto into the light, lends a truthful ven-
geance to the maxim that perhaps blacks are nothing more
than black anglosaxans. Upon the rebirth of the liber-
ation struggle in the sixties, a whole genre of "women's
place' advocates immediately relegated black women to
home and babies, which is almost as uglv an expression
of black anglo-saxonism as is Nixon's concepr—ot "black
capitalism."

The study of many developing -areas.and countries re-
flects at least an attempt to allow freedom of education
and opportunity to women. Yet, black Americans have not
adopted developing area's ''new role" paradigm, but
rather the Puritan-American status of '"home and babies,"
which is advocated by the capitalist Muslims. This re-
flects either ingrained Americanism or the lack of the
simplest imagination.

Several weeks ago, women's 1lib advocates demanded
that a local women's magazine be "manned" by a woman
editor. Other segments of the women's movement have
carried on a smaller campaign in industry and business.
If white women have heretofore remained silent while
white men maintained the better position and monopolized
the opportunities by excluding blacks, can we really
expect that white women, when put in direct competition
for employment, will be any more open-minded than their
male counterparts when it comes to the hiring of black
males and females in the same positions for which they
are competing? From the standpoint of previous Ameri-
can social interaction, it does not seem logical that
white females will not be tempted to take advantage of
the fact that they are white, in an economy that favors
whites. It is entirely possible that women's liberation
has developed a sudden attachment to the black liberation
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movement as a ploy to share the attention that it has
taken blacks 400 years to generate. In short, it can
be argued that women's liberation not only attached
itself to the black mcvewent, but did so with only
marginal concern for black women and black liberation,
and functional concern for the rights of white women.

The industrial demands of two world wars temporarily
offset the racial limitations to mobility and allowed
the possibility of blacks entering industry, as an im-
portant labor force, to be actualized. Similarly,
women have benefited from an expanded science and in-
dustrialization. Their biological Iimitation, success-
fully curbed by the pill and by automation, which makes
stressing physical labor more the exception than the
rule, has created an impressively large and available
labor force of womer.

The black labor force, never fully employed and
always representing a substantial percentage of the
unemployed in the American economy, will now be driven
into greater unemployment as white women converge at
every level on an already dwindling job market. Ideally,
we chanced to think of women's liberation as a promising
beginning of the "oppressed rising everywhere'" in the
typically Marxian fashion that many blacks seem drawn
to. Instead, the spectre of racism and inadequate edu-
cation, job discrimination, and even greater unequal
opportunity will be , more than ever before, a function
of neither maleness nor femaleness, but blackness.

This discussion has been primarily to ward off any
unintelligent alliance of black people with white women
in this new liberation movement. Rhetoric and anathema
hurled at the right industrial complex, idealism which
speaks of a final humanism, and denunciations of the
system which makes competition a fact of life, do not
mean that women's liberation has as 1ts goal anyone
else's liberation except its own. It is time that
definitions be made clear. Blacks are oppressed, and
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that means unreasonably burdened, unjustly, severely,
rigorous ly, cruelly and harshly fettered by white author-
ity. White women, on the other hand, are only suppressed,
and that means checked, restrained, excluded from con-
scious and overt activity. And there is a difference.

For some, the dangers of an unintelligent alliance
with women's liberation will suggest female suppression
as the only way to protect against a new economic threat.
For others, a greater answer is needed, and required,
before women's liberation can be seen in perspective.

To say that black women must be freed before the
black movement can attain full revolutionary conscious-
ness, is meaningless because of its malleability. To
say that black women must be freed from the unsatisfac-
tory male-female role relationship which we adopted from
whites as the paradigm of the good family, has more mean-
ing because it indicates the incompatibility of white
role models with the goal of black liberation. If
there is anything to be learned from the current women's
lib agitation, it is that roles are not ascribed and
inherent, but adopted and inter-changeable in every
respect except pregnancy, breastfeeding and the system
generally employed to bring the two former into existence.

Role integration, which I will elaborate upon as the
goal and the strength of the black family, is substan-
tially different from the role "usurpation' of men by
women. The fact that the roles of man and woman are
deemed in American society as natural and divine, leads
to false ego attachments to these roles. During slavery
and following Reconstruction, black men felt inferior
for a great number of reason, among them that they were
unable to work in positions comparable to the ones to
which black women were assigned. With these positions
often went fringe benefits of extra food, clothes, and
perhaps elementary reading and writing skills. Blach
women were in turn jealous of white women, and felt
inadequate and inferior because paraded in front or

. 39 )




them constantly, was the white woman of luxury who had
no need for work, who could, as Sojourner Truth pointed
out, '"be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches,
and .. .have the best place everywhere."

The resulting ""respect" for women and the acceptance
of the dominating role for men, encouraged the myth of
the immutability of these roles. The term "matriarchy"
Frazier employed and Moynihan exploited, was used to
indicate a dastardly, unnatural role alteration which
could be blamed for inequality of opportunity, discrim-
ination in hiring and sundry other ills. It was as if
"matriarchy' was transgression of divine law or natural
law, and thus would be punished until the proper hier-
archy of man over woman was restored.

Black peopie have an obligation, as do white women,
to recognize that the designation of ""mother-head" and
"father-head" does not imply inferiority of one and the
Superiority of the other. They are merely arbitrary
role distinctions which vary from culture to culture
and circumstance to circumstance. Thus to quip, as it
has been popularly done, that the only place in the
black movement for black women, is prone, is actually
Supporting a white role ideal, and it is neither a com-
Pliment to men or women to advocate such sexual capitalism
OTr sexual colonialism.

models, but have been duped into hating even their own

slave grandmothers who, in not so admirable yet equally
frightening and demanding circumstances, also modified

and altered the common role models of the black family,
Fanon wrote in glorious terms about this role change:

The unveifed Algerian women, who assumed an increasingly
Mportant place in revolutionany action, developed hen




personality, doscovered the exalting realm o4

i sponsibility.. Thas woman who, 4n the avenues

0§ Algiens on of Constantine, would carvy the
gnenades on the submachuine gun chanrges, the woman
who tomorrow would be outraged, violated, tontunred,
could not put herself§ back into hen fonmen state

0§ mind, and rnelfive her behavior of the past....(1)

Can it not be said that in slavery black women assumed
an increasingly important place in the survival action
and thus developed their personalities and sense of
responsibility? And after being outraged, violated and
tortured, could she be expected to put herself back
into her former state of mind and relive her behavior
of the past?

The crux of this argument is essentially that blacks,
since slavery and through their entire existence in Amer-
ica, have also been living in revolutionary circumstances
and under revolutionary pressures. Simply because the
black liberation struggle has taken 400 years to come
to fruition does not mean that it is not every bit as
dangerous or psychologically exhausting as the Algerian
struggle. Any revolution calls upon the best in both
its men and women. This is why Moynihan's statements
that "matriarchy'" is a root cause of black problems 1is
as unfounded as it i1s inane. He does not recognize the
liberation struggle and the demands that it has made on
the black family.

How unfortunate that blacks and whites have allowed
the most trying and bitter experience in the history of
black people to be interpreted as the beginning of an
"unashamed plot'" to usurp the very manhood of black men.
But the myth was perpetuated, and thus what brought the
alternation of roles in Algeria was distorted and systema-

(1] Frantz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism, New York:
Grove Press, 1965, p. 107
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tically employed to separate black men and women in
America.

Black women take kindness fon weakness. Leave

them he Leadt Little opening and they will put
. you on-the cnoss....1t would be Like trying to
., pamper a cobra.... (2}

Unless we real‘ze how thoroughly the American value

of male superiority and female inferiority has per-
meated our relationships with each other, we can never
appreciate the role it plays in perpetuating racism
and keeping black people divided.

Most, but not all, American relationships are based
on some type of '"exclusive competition of the superior,
and the exclusive competition of the inferior." This
means essentially that the poor, the uneducated, the
deprived and the minorities of the aforementioned groups,
compete among themselves for the same scarce resources
and inferior opportunities, while the privileged, mid-
dle class, educated, and select white minorities, com-
pete with each other for rather plentiful resources and
superior opportunities for prestige and power. Competi-
tion among groups is rare, due to the fact that elements
who qualify are almost invariably absorbed to some ex-
tent (note the black middle class) by the group to which
they seeck entry. We may well understand that there is
only one equal relationship between man and woman, black
and white, in America, and this equality is based on
whether or not you can force your way into qualifying
for the same resources.

But instead of attempting to modify this competitive
definition within the black movement, many black males
have affirmed it as a way of maintaining the closure of
male monopolization of scarce benefits and making the

() Eldridge Cleaver, Souf On Ice, New York:
McGraw Hill, 1968, p.158
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'"dominion of males' impenetrable to black females." This
is, of course, very much the American way of exploitation.

The order of logic which makes it possible to pro-
nounce, as did Dr. Robert Staples, that '"black women
cannot be free qua women until all blacks attain their
liberation,'" (3) maintains, whether purposely or not,
that black women will be able to separate their female-
ness from their blackness and thus they would be able
to be free as blacks, if not free as women; or, that
male freedom ought to come first; or, finally, that the
freedom of black women and men, and the freedom of
black people as a whole, are not one and the same.

Only with the concept of role integration can we
hope to rise above the petty demarcations of human
freedom that America is noted for, and that are un-
fortunately inherent in Dr. Staples' remark. Role
integration is the realization that:

--€ego attachments to particular activities or
traits must be abolished as a method of determining
malehood and femalehood; that instead, eto attachments
must be distributed to a wider variety of tasks and
traits in order to weaken the power of one activity in
determining self-worth, and

--the flexibility of a people in effecting role
alternation and role integration has been an histori-
cally proven asset to the survival of any people -
witness Israel, China and Algeria.

Thus, the unwitting adoption and the knowing perpe-
tuation of this American value reflects three inter-
related situations:

(3) Robert Staples, The Myih o4 the Black Matriarchy,”
The Black Scholar, Jan.-Feb., 1970, p.16
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participating in the decision making process, those few
women participating in the '"'struggle'" will be out-numbered
by the more traditional middle class women. This means
that the traditional women will be in a position to take
advantage of new opportunities which radical women's 1lib-
eration has struggled to win. Voting studies now reflect
that the traditional women, middle class and above, tend
to vote the same way as their husbands. Because blacks
have dealt with these husbands in the effort to secure
jobs, housing and education, it does not seem likely

that blacks will gain significantly from the open mo-
bility of less tolerant women whose viewpoints ‘differ
little from those of their husbands.

If white radical thought has called upon the strength
of all women to take a position of responsibility and
power, can blacks afford to relegate black women to
"home and babies'" while white women reinforce the status
quo? The cry of black women's liberation is a cry
against chaining a very much needed labor force and
agitating force to a role that once belonged to impo-
tent, apolitical white women. Blacks speak lovingly
of the vanguard and the importance of women in the
struggle, and yet fail to recognize that women have been
assigned a new place, based on white ascribed character-
istics of women, rather than on their actual potential.
The black movement needs its women in a position of
struggle, not prone. The struggle blacks face is not
taking place between knives and forks, at the washboard,
or in the diaper pail. It is taking place on the labor
market, at the polls, in government, in the protection
of black communities, in local neighborhood power strug-
gles, in housing and in education.

Can blacks afford to be sc ynobservant of current
events as to send their women to fight a non-existent
battle in a dishpan? Even now, the black adoption .of
the white values of women has begun to show its effects
on black women in distinctive ways. The black liberation
movement has created a politicized, unliberated copy of
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white womanhood. Black women who participated in the
struggle have failed to recognize, for the most part,
the unique contradiction between renunciation of capi-
talistic competition and the acceptance of sexual col-
onialism. The failure of the black movement to resolve
and deal with this dilemma has perpetuated the following
attitudes in American politicized black women:

--The belief in the myth of matriarchy. The black
woman has been made to feel ashamed of her strength, and
so to redeem herself she has adopted from whites the
belief that superiority and dominance of the male is
the most 'matural" and "normal"relationship. She con-
sequently believes that black women ought to be sup-
pressed in order to attain that 'nmatural balance."

--Because the white woman's role has been held up as
an example to all black women, many black women feel
inadequate and so ardently compete in "femininity' with
white females for black males' attention. She further
competes with black females in an attempt to be the

"blackest and the most feminine,' thereby, the more
superior to her fellow black sisters in appealing to
black politicized men. She competes also with the
apolitical black female in an attempt to keep black
males from ''regressing'" back to females whom she feels
have had more '"practice'" in the traditional role of
white woman than has she.

--Finally, she emphasizes the traditional roles of
women, such as housekeeping, children, supportive roles,
and self-maintenance, but she politicizes these roles
by calling them the role of black women. She then
adopts the attitude that her job and her life is to
have more children which can be used in the vanguard
of the black struggle.

Black women, as the song '"Black Pearl'" relates, have
been put up where they belaong, but by American standards.
Is it so inconceivable that the American value of respect

( 46 )




that child or feed i1t? Does the vanguard, of which Dr.
Staples so reverently speaks, recognize the existence
of the term 'bastard?"

Someone once suggested that the word 'bastard" be
deleted from the values of black people. Would it not
be more revolutionary for blacks to advocate a five-year
meratorium on black births until every black baby in an
American orphanage was adopted by one or more black
parents? Then blacks could really have a valid reason
for continuing to give birth. Children would mean more
than simply a role for black women to play, or fuel for
the legendary vanguard. Indeed, blacks would be able
to tap the potential of the existing children and could
sensibly add more potential to the black struggle for
liberation. To do this would be to do something no
other civilization, modern of course, has ever done,
and blacks would be allowing every black child to have
a home and not just a plot in some under-staffed
children's penal farm.

What makes a healthy black baby in an orphanage
different from "our own flesh and blood?'" Except for
the American value of inferiority-superiority, and the
concept of '"bastard" that accompanies it, there is
nothing "wrong'" with the orphaned child save what white
society has taught us to perceive.

We can conclude that black women's liberation and
black men's liberation is what we mean when we speak of
the liberation of black people. I maintain that the
true liberation of black people depends on their rejec-
tion of the inferiority of women, the rejection of com-
petition as the only viable relationship between men,
and their re-affirmation of respect for general human
potential in whatever form, man, child or woman, it is
conceived.







